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THE GREAT ARCHITECT 
He Has Weighed The Mountains In Scales And The Hills In A Balance 
[ PAGE 147 ] 
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STEPHEN, full of faith and power, worked miracles among the people. Those who under- 


Eg 


spoke. False witnesses were procured who testified that he blasphemed Moses and belittled the law, 


ig took to debate with him could not withstand his wisdom and the inspiration with which he 


with the result that he was seized and brought before the Council. There he began to expound the 
Scriptures, beginning with Abraham, Moses and the prophets. He closed his exhortation by declar- 
ing that those listening to him were guilty of having slain the prophets and had killed the Righteous 
One, Jesus Christ. The members of the Council were enraged, but Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 
looked up to heaven and saw God’s Glory and Jesus standing at God’s right hand. He exclaimed, 
“Look! I can see heaven open, and the Son of Man standing at God’s right hand.” The council 
members stopped their ears and all rushed upon Stephen, dragging him out of the city where he was 
stoned to death. Thus died the first Christian martyr in 30 A4.p., the year following the crucifixion 
of our Lord. A great persecution of the Church broke out on that day and its members 


were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria, but the Apostles remained in Jerusalem. 
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The Great 


( Men are ever prone to think of God as a Being 
to be worshipped only as individual desires sug- 
gest, while some ignore Him completely except when 
troubles multiply and compel them to turn to a 
higher source for help in time of need. Few ever stop 
to consider His many attributes and His skills, not 
least among them being His power as the Great En- 
gineer and Architect of the entire universe. Isaiah had 
this phase of His work in mind when he exclaimed, 
‘‘Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and com- 
prehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance?”’ (Isa. 40: 12.) 


(( Men build machines today and glory in their 
ability to achieve a high percentage of accuracy 
in their construction. But even in the finest of pre- 
cision work there is always the factor of error to be 
considered, though it may be measured only by a 
small fraction of a thousandth of an inch. 


In God’s creative acts, however, no error can 

exist. He has literally measured and weighed all 
things so that a perfect balance may be maintained 
throughout all creation. From the smallest speck in 
the atom to the great heavenly bodies hurtling 
through space at enormous speeds, no error would be 
permissible in weight, balance, speed and the over-all 
relationship of each part to the whole; otherwise the 
universe would have destroyed itself long ago. 


(( Recognizing the perfection of engineering skill 
manifested by the Great Architect, Isaiah asks 
the pertinent question, ‘“Who hath directed the 
Spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught 
him?”’ (Isa. 40: 13.) Passing from his enumeration of 
the acts involving the creation of the physical uni- 
verse, the Prophet speaks of the perfection of Divine 
judgment, knowledge and understanding, and he 
asks another question, ‘“With whom took he counsel, 
and who instructed him, and taught him in the path 
of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed 
to him the way of understanding?” (Isa. 40: 14.) 


Having posed these unanswerable questions, the 

Prophet turns to the nations who, in their arro- 
gance and military might, assume for themselves an 
importance in the scheme of creation which is actually 
impossible for them to attain and he remarks, ‘‘Be- 
hold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance. . . . All 
nations before him are as nothing; and they are 
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counted to him less than nothing, and vanity’’ (Isa. 
40: 15 and 17). 


(( But even though the nations are counted as the 
small dust of the balance, yet in the Divine plan 
they do play an important part in the work of re- 
demption. The history of all nations follows a precise 
pattern, completely in step with God’s purposes as 
all mankind marches toward the grand finale when 
the Glory of the Lord will be revealed to all peoples. 


(( A glimpse of the majesty and power back of the 
unfolding vision of the work of the Great Archi- 
tect demonstrates the foolhardiness of men who try 
to defy God. No wonder the Psalmist exclaimed, 
‘“‘Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision’’ (Ps. 2: 1-4). 


°C It is not pleasant to contemplate the derisive 
laughter of the Mighty God against those who 
have defied Him. Soviet Russia today occupies such 
an unenviable position, having declared war upon 
God and upon His Son. The dust in the balance is 
undertaking to challenge the One who holds the 
scales in His hands. They do not take into account the 
fact that their effrontery is against the One who can 
empty the dust into the fires of destruction for, ‘‘He 


shall speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in | 


his sore displeasure.’’ A special message is directed 
to the attention of those who defy God, “Thou 
thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thy- 
self: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order be- 
fore thine eyes. Now consider this, ye that forget God, 
lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.”’ 


Summing up the presentation of God as the 

Architect and Creator of the universe, Isaiah 
concludes, ‘‘Hast thou not known? Hast thou not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? 
There is no searching of his understanding. He 
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall: But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint’’ (Isa. 40: 28-31). 
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publication, is directed toward 

the destinies of the nations of 
the world, the war, and our changing 
economy. The conclusions are based 
on the only authoritative source — the 
prophecies of the Holy Bible. In this 
way one can know the purpose and 
outcome of present chaos and you may 
well be startled, if this is your first 
acquaintance with its national phase, 
to discover the Bible as the most mod- 
ern Book in the world. Containing in- 
formation we must all shortly take into 
account, it deals mainly with the ori- 
gin, history and destiny of one race and 
it is very probable that you are of that 
race, thus both the Bible and Destiny 
deserve your consideration and study. 

Destiny identifies the Anglo-Saxon- 
Celtic and kindred peoples as the 
House of Israel under the leadership 
of the United States of America and 
Great Britain, and proceeds to prove 
it to be true. The magazine itself is 
published by plain Americans who 
have seriously studied God’s Word in 
the Scriptures and who have seen 
God’s hand in American and world 
history. We are not introducing a new 
religion. We are not a sect. In a time 
when esteem for the Bible has greatly 
declined, we stand for the truth of the 
Book as applied to the spiritual, eco- 
nomic and political life of man on the 
earth and so have formed a non-profit 
organization — which is undenomina- 
tional —to publish these truths in 
order that others may possess this im- 
portant information. 

Our responsibility in these matters is 
deepened by the fact that the Anglo- 
Saxons are the people with whom God 
made His unalterable Covenant, and 
upon whom He laid His Law. That is, 
we accept the Scripture which de- 
scribes a servant race appointed by 
God as the earthly vehicle of His pur- 
pose to the nations. This people He 
called Israel. Selected, disciplined, dis- 
persed on their mission, they are here 
now — these are still Bible times in 
the truest sense — and it is a marvel- 
ous, continuing-on-through-the-centu- 
ries history. For we note that Israel 
left Palestine, while the Jews remained. 
We trace Israel out of the East and 
across Europe to their new settlement 
in the Isles, then on to America. By 
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what the prophets wrote of them, what 
the monuments record, what the tradi- 
tions preserve, by the “way-marks” 
they left at various stages of their jour- 
ney, but mostly by the way they have 
fulfilled, unconsciously, what the Word 
of God states concerning them, and by 
the innumerable evidences of God’s 
providence in their present situation, 
we know who and where they are, 


and what they will do. 
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Israel! ‘To many folk, today, the 
true meaning of this lovely name is lost 
or obscured. The fallacy persists that 
the ancient Israel people were chosen 
by God as an object of favoritism. 
God’s choice of Israel still stands as a 
positive fact; yet there is no question 
of favoritism. The people of Israel 
were chosen for service. God called 
Israel to convey, to all mankind, the 
blessings of peace, happiness and true 
progress. While performing that serv- 
ice, God guaranteed to Israel the re- 
ward which every faithful servant 
should receive: the benevolence and 
protection of the Master. He placed 
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His own name upon them, for Israel 
means “fa prince with God,” and He 
commanded them not to “take it in 
vain.” That they did take God’s name 
in vain — and so lost it — is a matter 
of history. That they will again carry 
it— to God’s honor and service — 
is clear from the Bible, and is the 
subject of our publication. 

Like the name Israel, Anglo-Saxon 
is a noble name when clearly under- 
stood. As here used it does not stand 
for the Nordic racial theory or for the 
exaltation of any nation. We exalt 
God, not man. And we recognize that 
all who are “born again” and believe 
in Jesus Christ, regardless of his or her 
race, will partake of the blessings of the 
Covenant. We emphasize the Anglo- 
Saxon-Israel fact, however, and thus 
make Israel’s identity clear, because it 
has been so grossly neglected and mis- 
understood in Bible teaching and is 
essential to an understanding of the 
prophecies and plan of God as con- 
tained in the Bible. 

We see in the Bible plain guidance 
for the spiritual life of the soul, for the 
moral order of society and for the eco- 
nomic process of community and na- 
tional well-being based on justice and 
equity. We find the moral order by 
which God intends to make obsolete 
the pagan order under which we still 
live. We see our Israel forefathers as 
they lived in alternate obedience and 
rejection of the Law, with consequent 
prosperity, punishment and correction. 
We have the Voice of God recalling 
us to our allegiance and foretelling 
the consequences of certain courses 
of action, and we have our Lord offer- 
ing to set up completely the Kingdom 
of God on earth in its spiritual, eco- 
nomic and moral elements with Him- 
self as King. 

Thus we stand for the whole law of God 
and the whole Gospel of Christ! In large 
and general terms, this defines our 
position. We are anti-nothing and pro- 
everything relating to God’s revealed 
purpose. We publish the neglected 
truths concerning the Kingdom or 
Government of God, for peace and 
justice, and concerning the people 
of God who continue today — the 
same people with the same work — 
now nearing the time of the full entry 
of the rule of God among men. 
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PINPOINTING EXPECTATIONS 


CHRONOLOGY Is A fascinating and rewarding study, but to 
the novice it can become a source of keen disappointment 
if he magnifies the expected happenings at chronological 
terminals by anticipating spectacular events which he 
thinks will convince those who are indifferent to prophecy. 
It was pointed out in “‘Why the Wise Shall Understand,” 
Destiny for January 1949, that often what appear to be 
ordinary occurrences become significant because of their 
setting. It is only the wise who understand this because of 
their greater knowledge of the over-all Divine pattern. 


“Among many of the factors contributing to a misunderstand- 
ing of the meaning of events has been the expectancy on the part 
of some that the heavens must fall or the earth split asunder in 
order to furnish the needed happenings to establish dates given 
in chronology as correct. All who expectantly look for this type 
of signs and wonders are deceived, forgetting that disasters of the 
magnitude they envision could not fail to alert the ungodly and 
God is not providing signs to compel them to believe. So the signs 
and events that bring knowledge to the wise must be of such a 
nature that the wicked will see no marked significance in their 
occurrence. This is in itself a mystery of God in that He is able 
to thus alert the wise without arousing the wicked. Events which 
become signs are important, not because they are uncommon or 
spectacular, but because they have a chronological significance, 
sometimes in combination with other events, and are a part of the 
development of an unfolding plan revealing to the wise the 
mysteries of the timetable of the ages as men march onward 
toward the grand finale. These otherwise commonplace events 
become significant to the watchers because they are part of an 
integrated plan in Divine chronology, the evidence of which is 
manifested in the events of history which are incorporated into 
one over-all picture, making seemingly disassociated occurrences 
a part of the warp and woof of the woven design.” 


It is unwise to attempt to pinpoint fulfillments to any 
given date; rather, it is important to always bear in mind 
that the unfolding of chronological patterns — especially 
those charting events of world-wide magnitude — involve 
a process which takes time. Published chronological charts 
are for the purpose of identifying the dates of the beginning 
and ending of outstanding time periods. Only those who 
are alert and watching will understand; all others will not 
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OF HISTORY 


recognize the full significance of events punctuating the 
terminal datings until the final climax itself is reached. 


TROUBLE AT MIDNIGHT 


FoR OVER Two decades Destiny has been warning the 
American people of Soviet Russian duplicity. Even during 
World War II, when Russia was supposedly our ally and 
government Officials, from the President down, were ex- 
tolling the Soviets, Destiny was warning of treachery. 
In the article, “Final Theater of War,” originally pub- 
lished in Destiny for September 1944, when the Pearsons 
and the Winchells were singing the praises of the Soviet 
Russian system to the American people over the radio 
networks, we said: 


“The first phase of World War II will end with the capitulation 
of Germany and the second phase will follow immediately with 
the Sovietization of Europe and the formation of a world con- 
federacy of the nations who are to join in the great combination 
that will move against the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples in the bid 
for world domination and power.” 


Recent revelations have shown that at the time DEsTINy 
published this statement, and others, in 1944, forecasting 
the future policy of Soviet Russia as it is outlined in 
prophecy, highly confidential military information and 
our secret files concerning the construction of the atomic 
bomb were being passed on to the Kremlin either through 
stupidity or treachery on the part of officials in our gov- 
ernment. Thus, long before World War II was won, the 
foundation was laid for Russia to deal treacherously with us. 

The warning that World War II would end with the 
capitulation of Germany, to be immediately followed by 
Russia’s refusal to cooperate with the Anglo-Saxon nations 
for the establishment of world peace, went unheeded. Be- 
cause of our vacillating foreign policy, and as the result of 
harboring traitors in important places in government, the 
Kremlin was permitted to gain such a hold on Europe and 
Asia that they are now in sight of the complete realization 
of their plans to take over Germany, Europe, Asia, and 
advance into Africa as well. 

With all these facts before us today there are still men 








and women in both Great Britain and the United States 
who insist that war with Russia is not inevitable. Some 
are even advocating the making of peace gestures to the 
extent of placing the Anglo-Saxon nations in the position 
where they would be at the mercy of the tyrannical leaders 
in the Kremlin. When will men learn that, just as it is 
impossible to make peace with a mad man, so, too, it is 
impossible to come to terms of peace with those who are 
arming for world conflict as Soviet Russia is arming today. 

In the Chicago Daily News of March 6th the noted mili- 
tary analyst, George Fielding Eliot, points to the enormous 
preparations for war on the part of the Kremlin. He states 
that no government builds up an expensive war machine 
at the rate Russia is doing so today unless their leaders 
know exactly when it is going to be used. He then asks and 
answers a question: 


“Have the Soviet leaders decided that war is inevitable? It is 
beginning to look that way. In fact, it’s beginning to look as 
though the Kremlin chiefs have picked their date for starting a 
war — or at least have fixed on a future period of time during 
which war will start.” 


Dr. Tibor Eckhardt, a Hungarian political leader, 
made the statement that the two systems which disagree 
on the belief that man can achieve good by his own free 
will never can live together. Then he said: 


‘Russia has been on the verge of starting World War III for 
the past five years. At the close of War II Russia had a complete 
plan for conquest of all Europe and North Africa, but only the 
wisdom and moderation of Stalin saved the world from renewed 
war.” 


Dr. Eckhardt stated further: 


“I know the satellite countries have been warned to be ready 
by October 1, 1952.” 


All this is interesting to the student of prophecy, for he 
has known for many years that God has promised He 
would bring the hordes of Soviet Russia out of their place 
in the north, a great and mighty army, whose leaders have 
defied Him. In the destruction that will be wrought upon 
their great military machine He is going to demonstrate 
His might and power before all nations. 

It is unwise to assume that we have even the two years 
that Dr. Eckhardt’s date suggests, for, to all intents and 
purposes, Russia has been at war with us since the close 
of World War II. True, it has been a “cold” war, but 
nevertheless it has been deadly enough, for it has effec- 
tively prevented the coming of world peace. The shooting 
war that is to be its outcome could become a reality any 
day now. Prophecy itself clearly indicates that God will 
compel the Kremlin to move before the date selected by 
them as the time when they will be ready. 

Only now is the world at large becoming aware that the 
inhabitants of the earth are facing trouble at midnight. 
At any moment the hour may strike when the forces of 
evil will launch their all-out attack against the peace- 
loving peoples of the world. 


MILK-FED BABES 


WHEN THE Anglo-Saxon peoples reach a low ebb in their 
moral and spiritual life, the first evidence of a turning 
from their unrighteous practices is manifested by a re- 
newed interest in the call to repentance from sin. This 
move toward a spiritual awakening may take the form of a 
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revival if someone is present who can make the proper 
emotional appeal that will find a response in the hearts of 
those seeking relief from mental and spiritual oppression. 
Contrary to a popular idea, a revival is not evidence that a 
state of high spirituality exists among the people; instead, 
it is an acknowledgement on the part of men and women 
of a great need for assistance so that they may be lifted 
out of the slough of despond and be given assurance of 
forgiveness for their sins. A time of disaster or an impending 
crisis Can Cause men and women to pause to consider their 
spiritual needs and take stock of their personal spiritual 
requirements. 

It is not at all surprising in this atomic age, with the 
ever-increasing possibility of wholesale destruction facing 
our generation, that there are those who are beginning to 
think seriously and who are becoming concerned about 
their personal fitness to meet their Maker and Judge. This 
provides a perfect setting for the evangelist to make his 
emotional appeal and capitalize upon the beginnings of a 
spiritual stirring among the people. 

The pity of it all is that for the last thirty or forty years a 
golden opportunity has been completely ignored by the 
leaders of Christianity to proclaim the marvelous fulfill- 
ments in current events of the messages of the prophets of 
the Lord. If this kind of information had been given to 
church congregations, millions would have been stirred 
to renewed spiritual life. 

We do not minimize the necessity to call sinners to re- 
pentance; for these the true evangelist has a vital message. 
But the Christian who has matured in a knowledge and 
understanding of the Word of God, who is filled with His 
Spirit, graduated long ago from the kindergarten of 
Christian experience. His only interest in its activities now 
should be as an instructor to bring others to take the first 
steps which will open to them the way of salvation. These 
first steps start the new convert on the road to acquiring 
the knowledge and spiritual perception which in time 
should bring to him a full understanding of the Scriptures. 

It is actually an indictment of the Christian Church 
today that members of many years’ standing are in such a 
condition spiritually that they, too, are still in the kinder- 
garten stage of Christian experience. Instead of applying 
themselves to the study of the Bible in order to understand 
the plans and purposes of God, they have frittered their 
time away in unprofitable religious pursuits. The inability 
to arouse a spiritual response, except by elementary emo- 
tional appeals designed to invite new converts into the 
Church, is in itself an accurate barometer of the spiritual 
caliber of a people who are discovered to be bereft of an 
understanding of the deeper truths of God. 

Paul had this in mind when he referred to many Chris- 
tians as only babes. The great majority of theologians, 
ministers, religious teachers and laymen today are in the 
position of those whom Paul addressed when he said: 


“For although from the length of your Christian experience 
you ought to be teaching others, you actually need someone to 
teach you over again the very elements of Christian truth, and 
you have come to need milk instead of solid food. For anyone 
who is limited to milk is unacquainted with Christian teaching, 
for he is only an infant. But full-grown men have a right to solid 
food, for their faculties are trained by practice to distinguish right 
and wrong.” (Heb. 5: 12-14, Smith and Goodspeed Trans.) 


An interesting illustration of this inability to distinguish 
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between right and wrong is the present-day wholesale 
increase in the desecration of the Lord’s Day by multitudes 
of Christians who call the few “‘old fashioned” whose voices 
are raised in protest against the use being made of the day 
God said was to be kept holy unto Him. Because of the 
great apostasy that has settled down upon Christendom, 
few church members have put on the whole armor of God.* 
Unable to discern the truth of His written Word and 
understand what God requires of them, they continue to 
flaunt His laws and disregard His precepts. Now, as dis- 
aster approaches, the spirit of fear is making some seek 
after the sincere milk of the Word which they neglected 
to take in due season. 

We are living in the day when God has been providing 
the “‘strong meat” of the Word for those spiritually able to 
accept it. But the spiritual immaturity of Christian leaders 
and church members alike has prevented them from 
recognizing the full significance of the meaning of the 
signs of the times. It is a long way from the milk-fed babe 
to real Christian manhood and womanhood when strong 
meat may be eaten. This accounts for the fact that when 
one endeavors to discuss with the average church member 
the fascinating truths regarding the covenants of God, the 
race of the Book, the perfection of the Divine law, the ful- 
fillment of prophecy in modern times, the necessity to 
proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom, it is as though one 
were speaking to them in a foreign tongue. They are easily 
subject to mental and spiritual indigestion when fed any- 
thing but milk. Paul recognized this to be true when he 
said: 

“So, for my part, brothers, I could not treat you as spiritual 
persons; I had to treat you just as creatures of flesh and blood, as 
babies in Christian living. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for 


you were not ready for it. Why, you are not ready for it now, for 
you are still worldly.” (I Cor. 3: 1-3, Smith and Goodspeed Trans.) 


To those who have grown up to full stature as Christians 
Paul’s instructions are: 


““Let us therefore leave elementary Christian teaching alone 
and advance toward maturity. We must not be always relaying 
foundations, of repentance for wrong-doing, and of faith in God, 
with the teaching of baptism and the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead and final judgment. And we will advance 
if God permits it.”” (Heb. 6: 1-3, Smith and Goodspeed Trans.) 


When in a time of stress, such as the days in which we 
now live, men and women rush to seek the evangelist and 
partake of the milk he offers, we are reminded of an 
incident in the life of Dwight L. Moody. He and his fellow 
passengers were crossing the Atlantic Ocean and an ex- 
ceptionally severe storm was lashing the ship, striking 
terror into the hearts of the passengers. A prayer meeting 
was called and they all gathered in the lounge in great 
agitation and fear because of what might be in store for 
them. Suddenly it dawned upon them that Mr. Moody 
was not present and one of their number was sent to find 
him. He was discovered forward in the bow of the ship, 
watching the mountainous waves rolling down upon the 
vessel and breaking over it. Mr. Moody was clinging to a 
rope to support himself as the ship trembled under the 
pounding of an angry sea when the passenger found him 
and exclaimed, “Mr. Moody, why are you not down 








*See The High Calling, $.35 each; 3 for $1.00 postpaid. Destiny 
Publishers, Haverhill, Mass. 
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below in the prayer meeting especially called to pray to 
God for help and protection?” Mr. Moody is reported to 
have replied that he had done his praying long ago. He 
was enjoying the opportunity to watch the power and 
might of His God demonstrated by the tempest-tossed 
waters and the mountainous waves of a raging sea. Dwight 
Moody was unafraid in a time of general fear. 

Soviet Russia may be planning her all-out attack with 
atomic and hydrogen bombs, but the God of our father 
Abraham, the God who organized His people into a King- 
dom at Mt. Sinai, the God who gave His only begotten 
Son and sent Him into the world — not to condemn the 
world — but that the world through Him might be saved 
will not allow the tyrants in the Kremlin to accomplish 
their evil objectives. 

Men’s hearts may fail them for fear because of what is 
coming upon the earth, but those who understand the 
plans and purposes of God — and it is only the wise who 
possess full spiritual discernment — are unafraid in the 
midst of widespread fear. 

By all means let the babes in Christian experience seek 
the milk of the Word which the evangelists are qualified 
to give, but let them also grow in grace so that they may 
later become partakers of the strong meat of Biblical 
knowledge and understanding and partake of the wisdom 
God has reserved for those alone who observe and obey all 
His commandments. 


A FOOLISH PROGRAM 


A PROBLEM CONFRONTING everyone today is the difficulty 
of keeping within weekly budget requirements for grocery 
bills. How many stop to realize that the government is 
collecting extra taxes, taking substantial amounts from 
their wages or earnings, to use to purchase wheat, potatoes, 
butter, eggs, peanuts and many other products in order to 
compel them to pay higher prices in the market places for 
the food they purchase? 

The government of the United States today is the great- 
est food hoarder of all time. Never before in human history 
has there been such a waste of food at the expense of all 
the people as is evidenced in the present unbalanced situa- 
tion. The cost of this foolish program is tremendous, for 
we, the people, pay twice — first in high taxes to buy and 
store the food and again in high prices made inevitable 
by government subsidies to keep food prices at high levels. 

Back of this program of price supports is the desire to 
prevent the law of supply and demand from operating to 
the detriment of the farmer. The result is that it is costing 
us far more today to eat than it would have cost if we had 
allowed prices to seek their own levels following World 
War II by permitting the law of supply and demand to 
regulate production. It will be remembered, of course, 
that such a policy was adopted following World War I and 
the result was economic trouble for the farmer due to a 
rapid decline in prices. This demonstrated that a mere 
obedience to the law of supply and demand alone under 
the existing circumstances was not the whole solution. 4 

There is no such thing as overproduction in a world 
where multitudes are hungry and other thousands are 
unable to purchase all the food they could and would con- 
sume. The present prodigious waste of food in a world 
where hunger stalks day and night is an indictment of 
planned price supports, the purchasing and storage of 
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food and its ultimate destruction. This program cannot 
go on indefinitely and when the break comes — as come 
it will — the results will be a thousand times more severe 
than the hardships suffered by an immediate return to a 
free market at the close of World War II would have been. 

There is a solution but it is not to be found through the 
regulation of production and consumption or in price 
controls. Rather, it lies in increasing the purchasing power 
of all so that everybody may buy as much food as they 
want. Under such conditions there never would be any 
huge surpluses. But how is this to be accomplished? Un- 
fortunately, we are trying to cure an economic disease 
without getting at the root of the infection, so all our 
efforts to stabilize prices by interfering with the law of 
supply and demand produce greater problems than those 
which existed before. 

A chief factor leading to the solution will be found in the 
institution of a standard unit of wealth* that will assure 
to all an unvarying measure of value for work and labor 
and give to every man adequate purchasing power, en- 
abling him to acquire in the open market all the food he 
desires. When this takes place, there will be no surplus 
food to plague the farmer and trouble the government. 

Instead, then, of trying to regulate prices, or devise 
plans like the proposal to issue food stamps to a segment 
of the population whose purchasing power is too limited to 
buy all the food needed, let Congress enact a law that will 
give our nation a sound currency which will benefit all 
of its citizens. Then production and prices will regulate 
themselves under an equitable operation of the law of 
supply and demand and bring adequate returns to all 
who labor and produce, making it possible for all to pur- 
chase what they want at fair prices. 


WISER IN THEIR GENERATION 


THE STRENGTH of Communism lies largely in the fact that 
its tenets adhere to the formula succinctly expressed by 
C. A. L. Totten when in 1890 he said: “‘For to rule the 
majority in morals, language, law, religion, finance, trade 
and commerce is certainly, at length, to be universally 
supreme in terrestrial affairs.” 


AN INTERESTING BAROMETER 


THERE ARE MANY factors today which clearly indicate the 
low spiritual state into which Christianity has fallen. Per- 
haps one of the most interesting evidences of this spiritual 
decline is the repetition of past activities carried on by the 
Church, the evidence found in a study of Church history. 
In past ages the spiritual decline in Christianity was in 
reverse ratio to the efforts made to expand the building of 
magnificent edifices. The Encyclopaedia Britannica has this 
to say about magnificent church buildings constructed in 
the past: 


“Often they were founded as acts of propitiation of the Al- 
mighty or of the Saints, and the greater their size and splendour 
the more effective they were held to be for their purpose. Local 
rivalry, too, played a large part, one wealthy abbey building 
‘against’ another, much in the same way as modern business 
houses endeavor to outshine each other in the magnificence of 
their buildings. Of the mixed motives that went to the evolution 
of Church architecture in the middle ages, this rivalry in ostenta- 
tion was probably the most fertile in the creation of new forces.” 





* See “A Standard Unit of Wealth,” Destiny for February 1950. 
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The Church was spiritually dead, and although mag- 
nificent edifices were erected, this in no way provided 
spiritual light for the people groping for truth in the night 
of the “‘Dark Ages.” 

It is most significant, therefore, to find today this same 
spirit of rivalry in a wave of construction and remodeling 
of modern church buildings. This is taking place from one 
end of our country to the other, with church members be- 
ing solicited and urged to take an active financial part in 
these great building programs. 

In launching the drive to enlarge or rebuild, members 
of the churches are being told that a modern program is 
needed in order to be up-to-date, that they must expand 
their facilities in order to be more efficient. The parallel 
between this modern building activity and that of the 
“Dark Ages”’ is most striking, particularly so in the over-all 
spiritual background. When the Church takes, as its major 
objective, the beautification and enlargement of its edifices, 
it furnishes an interesting barometer of its spiritual con- 
dition. There is nothing at all wrong in having adequate 
building facilities in which to carry on the work of the 
Church, but when the machinery of operation and the build- 
ing program becomes the end, rather than a means to the 
end, that Church organization has lost its message and is fail- 
ing to go forward with its mission. No program of efficiency 
can replace the drive furnished by the Spirit of the Lord 
actively assisting the Divinely-assigned work of the Church. 

We are indeed living in a period of the greatest apostasy 
the Christian world has ever known, even exceeding in 
many respects the conditions confronting the Church in 
the ““Dark Ages.” As stated in Study in Daniel: 


“Our generation is a generation witnessing the greatest 
apostasy the world has ever known — with only one exception, 
perhaps, that the extent to which lack of faith was in evidence on 
earth in the time of Noah has not been exceeded. Jesus said the 
two ‘days’ would be similar in this respect. We may be living in a 
day of wealthy and magnificent churches, with extensive welfare 
programs and profound conferences, but, insofar as the Bible is 
concerned, it has become a closed book to the understanding of 
the modern theologian who denies the need of the atonement, 
refuses to accept the fact of the virgin birth, disbelieves in miracles 
and discounts the historical records and prophecies of the Old 
Testament while questioning much that is recorded in the New. 
The Angel rightly informed Daniel that these men have gone 
raving mad for they are accepting the doctrines of devils in the 
place of the Words of Life.” (Study in Daniel,* pages 361-362.) 


Literally an age is ending and the present low spiritual 
state of the Church demonstrates this to be so, along with 
other significant indicators. A major demonstration of the 
impotency of present church programs will be given when 
the coming economic collapse becomes a reality. This will 
be so because organized Christianity today is so tied in 
with the Babylonian system of economics, through bor- 
rowed money to finance building programs and to support 
many church activities, that climactic economic troubles 
will promptly bring about the dissolution of many church 
organizations. 

Nevertheless, out of the fires of this coming tribulation, 
the Church will come forth, cleansed of all its present 
worldliness and wholly purified, whose members will have 
learned to accept, believe and act upon all the truths 
taught in the Holy Scriptures. 





* $5.00 postpaid. Destiny Publishers, Haverhill, Mass. 
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Keynote of the Kingdom 


IMMINENCE of the dawn of the 
new era, which is sometimes des- 
ignated as the Kingdom Age, 
naturally prompts our consideration 
of just exactly what the dawn of the 
new day will mean and what the King- 
dom Age holds in store. It is, in the 
first place, the period in which the 
progressive revelation of the Divine 
plan and purpose for man, the King- 
dom itself, will function here on earth 
and its citizens will enjoy the blessings 
consequent upon obedience to the 
Divine administration. In order to se- 
cure a clear understanding of what 
this involves, we should perhaps begin 
with a definition of the Kingdom. 


The Kingdom Defined 


The Kingdom is, of course, the 
Kingdom of God. It is that world order 
for which we pray each time we say, 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
in earth as it is in heaven.” It is the 
Kingdom established on earth by God 
Himself. 

I want to say emphatically that the 
conclusions at which we will arrive in 
connection with the study of the ac- 
tual functioning of the Kingdom on 
earth are not imaginary. They do not 
result from the vaporings of a dis- 
ordered imagination. They are facts 
and they are based absolutely upon 
and can be proved conclusively from 
the definite statements of the most au- 
thoritative source of information avail- 
able; namely, the Bible, which is God’s 
Word written. Here is one of the defi- 
nite statements to which I refer. It is 
proclaimed twice, once by Isaiah and 
secondly by Micah: 


“But in the last days it shall come to pass, 
that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 
And many nations shall come, and say, 
Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, and to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for the law 
shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge 
among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
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into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
a sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. But they shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig tree; 
and none shall make them afraid: for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. 
(Micah 4: 1-4.) 


Certain definite facts are to be noted 
in connection with this pronounce- 
ment. Remember that in the Scrip- 
tures a “mountain” is the symbol of a 
great earth power; “hills” of smaller 
powers. The prophet asserts the ulti- 
mate establishment of the Kingdom, 
with Jerusalem as its capital. It is in- 
teresting to note the use of the terms 
“Zion” and “Jerusalem.” Zion indi- 
cates the government and the place of 
the government; Jerusalem is the cen- 
ter of worship. Thus, you have Zion, 
the state, the center of righteous gov- 
ernment, and Jerusalem, the center of 
worship and the proclamation of the 
Gospel in the Kingdom. 

Then we have the statement of the 
universality of the future Kingdom. 
Many nations shall come into it and 
we are reminded of the statement in 
the Book of the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ that “‘the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it” 
(Rev. 21: 24). The peaceful character 
of the Kingdom is proclaimed and, as 
a result, the prosperity of its citizens 
is assured. All of it is summed up in the 
strongest possible affirmation, “For 
the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it.” 

The Kingdom that is to be restored 
is the Kingdom that God Himself 
founded and established at Mount 
Sinai, when he set up a theocratic state 
in Israel, with Himself as the pro- 
claimed King, and Israel, the people, 
as the citizens of His Kingdom. Let it 
be clearly remembered that the theo- 
cratic state, the Kingdom of Israel, 
which is the Kingdom of God, was 
promised perpetuity of existence. This 
does not mean that it would function 
in perfection (although it might have 
done so) from the days of its founding 
and establishment. As a matter of fact, 
we know that, because of the disobedi- 
ence of the people, their refusal to 
recognize God as their King and their 


determination to administer their af- 
fairs according to their own ideas — a 
policy which has continued down to 
the present time and is still continuing 
— the Kingdom ceased to function. 
But it was not destroyed and the prom- 
ise of its restoration is emphatic. 

God declares that the people of His 
Kingdom and the throne of His King- 
dom shall remain in existence in per- 
petuity and that the Covenant He has 
made with them is, as far as He is con- 
cerned, just as irrevocable as the con- 
tinued existence of the solar system. 
For proof of this we have the unequivo- 
cal statements made in Jeremiah’s 31st 
and 33rd chapters. 

Let it be remembered also that the 
people of the Kingdom, who, because 
of their disobedience, were divided 
into two sections — the House of Is- 
rael and the House of Judah — were 
definitely promised restoration and 
reunification. That story is told clearly 
by the Prophet Ezekiel in chapter 37 
of his book. The fulfillment of the 
prophecies given there cannot be un- 
derstood until it is recognized that 
modern Israel is represented by the 
Anglo-Celto-Saxon peoples. 

The nations comprising the Anglo- 
Celto-Saxon civilization are exercising 
the greatest stabilizing effect in the 
world today. As a matter of fact, they 
are the people who are being used, 
and will continue to be used, by AIl- 
mighty God as the instruments to bring 
about the final completion of His 
purpose. That was the task God gave 
to Israel of old and it is the task of the 
Anglo-Celto-Saxon peoples today, who 
are Israel. Britain and the United 
States are co-partners on this endeavor. 
The Bible designates them as Ephraim 
and Manasseh, making up the House 
of Joseph within the House of Israel. 
Britain, with “the young lions,” to- 
gether make up the “company of na- 
tions” and the United States the “‘great 
people” which God declared Israel 
would become. All these are charged 
with the responsibility of service to the 
world. 

Nothing must be allowed to break 
the unity among these kindred peo- 
ples. Their unity will mean their safety 
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and their eventual peace. They con- 
stitute “‘God’s fellowship of nations, 
the brotherhood of Israel” and their 
restoration in the sight of the world is 
now imminent, presaging the dawn of 
the Kingdom Age. 


Policy of the Kingdom 


The keynote of the administration 
of the Kingdom of God is righteousness, 
righteousness toward God and right- 
eousness toward man, both of which 
are complementary to each other. 
There can be no right relationships 
among men unless there is a right re- 
lationship between God and men. In 
the same way there can be no mani- 
festation of the basic principles of the 
brotherhood of man unless there is 
complete recognition of the Father- 
hood of God and of the Saviourship of 
Jesus Christ, who Himself is “‘the first 
born among many brethren.” Inci- 
dentally, it would be well if those peo- 
ple who talk so much about the neces- 
sity for the brotherhood of man and 
plan what they call “brotherhood 
weeks” would remember that there 
can be no brotherhood between people 
who on the one hand accept, and on 
the other hand deny, the Divinity and 
Messiahship of Jesus Christ. 

In connection with the policy and 
well-being of the Kingdom of God, the 
fact of righteousness is emphasized 
over and over again. It is declared of 
the coming King: 


“With righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the 
meek of the earth. . . . And righteousness 
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithful- 
ness the girdle of his reins.” (Isa. 11: 4-5.) 


He is, of course, the King of whom 
Jeremiah spoke when he said, “‘A King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall ex- 
ecute judgment and justice in the 
earth” (Jer. 23: 5). Jeremiah went on 
to say, “And this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 23:6). 

It is the same King who declared 
the very acme of human life and ac- 
tivity is the ever-constant search for 
“the Kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness.”’ Solomon, wise man that he 
was, made the statement, “‘Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation: but sin is a re- 
proach to any people” (Prov. 14: 34). 
Sin is, of course, the antithesis of right- 
eousness and is, in fact, rebellion 
against God and disobedience toward 
His righteous laws. Of the righteous 
individual it is declared, ‘‘In every na- 
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tion he that feareth him [God], and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him” (Acts 10: 35). 

The keynote of righteousness is ac- 
cented in the basic laws which are the 
foundation of the Divine economic sys- 
tem which is to operate in the King- 
dom of God. Perhaps it should be 
pointed out right here that it is not 
correct to say the economic system 
given by God to Israel could not be 
applied to modern conditions. The 
broad principles of the Divine eco- 
nomic system are unchanging and ap- 
plicable for all time. One of the out- 
standing mistakes of the present day 
in connection with the administration 
of our present economy is that people 
think they can work six days a week 
according to the practices of the Baby- 
lonian economic system, which ex- 
ploits the poor, and then somehow or 
other seek grace and absolution on the 
seventh day from God. They are trying 
to take the best of two systems and thus 
they are attempting to do what our 
Lord declared was impossible when He 
said, “Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.”’ 

If it had been realized, in fact, were 
it realized today that if men would 
only order the administration of their 
affairs in accordance with the Divine 
system, the worries of today and the 
fears of tomorrow would soon disap- 
pear. This has been the warning of 
Almighty God down through the ages 
and perhaps the most urgent of His 
pleas has been with reference to the 
Babylonian system: 


“Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 18: 4.) 


There will be no difficulty in the ap- 
plication of the commandments, stat- 
utes and judgments of the Law of the 
Lord to the new economy that is 
coming. As a matter of fact, they have 
been perfectly applicable to the condi- 
tions through which we have lived and 
they will be applicable in the immedi- 
ate future because it will be the desire 
of the people generally that they shall 
be. The late J. Taylor Peddie, well 
known economist, made the remark: 


ee 


. .. I was naturally astonished to 
find that the monetary laws necessary to 
cure the world of its ills were fully outlined 
in the Law and the Prophets, and that the 
promises which God made to Israel could 
have been realized in full measure had His 
laws, statutes, and commandments been 
obeyed. I will go further and say that 


God’s promises could be realized in full 
measure today if His laws were made 
effective.” 


Mr. Peddie referred to what he 
termed the Key-Commandment of the 
Divine economic system, concerning 


which he stated: 


“The Key-Commandment which Israel 
was obliged to keep in order to ensure the 
equitable distribution of economic justice 
and wealth to the fatherless, to the widow, 
and to the stranger, is contained in the 
following: “Thou shalt not have in thy 
bag divers weights, a great and a small. 
Thou shalt not have in thine house divers 
measures, a great and a small. But thou 
shalt have a perfect and just weight, a 
perfect and just measure shalt thou have: 
that thy days may be lengthened in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
For all that do such things, and all that 
do unrighteously, are an abomination unto 
the Lord thy God’ (Deut. 25: 13-16). . . . 
The Key-Commandment provided for the 
adoption of a measure of all values, and 
provided stability in the purchasing power 
of money.” 


Because Israel ignored the Key- 
Commandment, because they believed 
that they would be able to derive 
greater benefits by carrying on their 
economy in their own way and ac- 
cording to their own ideas, they were 
severely condemned. One striking con- 
demnation is given by the Prophet 
Amos: 


“Hear this, O ye that swallow up the 
needy, even to make the poor of the land 
to fail, Saying, When will the new moon 
be gone, that we may sell corn? And the 
sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, 
making the ephah small, and the shekel 
great, and falsifying the balances by 
deceit? That we may buy the poor for 
silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; 
yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?” 
(Amos 8: 4-6.) 


Then comes the condemnation for 
such conduct and sentence is pro- 
nounced: 


*T will turn your feasts into mourning, 
and all your songs into lamentation; and I 
will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and 
baldness upon every head; and I will make 
it as the mourning of an only son, and the 
end thereof as a bitter day.” (Amos 8: 10.) 


This is tremendously reminiscent of 
the graphic description of the final col- 
lapse of the Babylonian System of 
economy under which we are working 
today, which is given in the 18th chap- 
ter of the Book of Revelation. There 
the distress of all is pictured who have 
gained riches as a result of following 
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an unrighteous system of economy. 
A reference to the same condition of 
affairs is given by James the Apostle 
who says: 

“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
for your miseries that shall come upon 
you. Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are motheaten. Your gold and 
silver is cankered; and the rust of them 
shall be a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have 
heaped treasure together for the last days. 
Behold, the hire of the labourers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you 
kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of 
them which have reaped are entered into 
the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. Ye have 
lived in pleasure on the earth, and been 
wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, 
as in a day of slaughter. Ye have con- 
demned and killed the just; and he doth 
not resist you.” (James 5: 1-6.) 

In the Divine economic system 
which will operate in the Kingdom 
Age, money will be the servant, not 
the master. It cannot be found any- 
where within the system where money 
as such was to be regarded as the stand- 
ard of value. 

Mr. Peddie suggests it may be asked 
why God did not compel obedience to 
the Divine economic system and thus 
ensure the operation of a perfect state. 
The answer is, of course, that God 
could do no more than He did under 
the circumstances. He established the 
broad principles which, if followed, 
would result in prosperity and bless- 
ing, but it was left to the dictates of 
human conscience and to men who 
had been granted the priceless gift of 
free will and moral choice to follow 
these principles. Unfortunately, man 
elected to follow the dictates of his 
own greed. He adopted the policy of 
“every man for himself and the devil 
take the hindmost.” He did this be- 
cause he realized he could not amass 
as much wealth as he coveted if he 
obeyed the laws of the Divine system. 

Space will not permit examining 
in detail all the basic principles con- 
tained in the Divine economic system 
of the Kingdom of God. We will sim- 
ply refer to some fundamental enact- 
ments by giving just a brief summary 
of some of their most important state- 
ments. 

We have already referred to the basic 
principles relative to a perfect and just 
standard of value and of mutual trad- 
ing. There is, next, the Sabbatic prin- 
ciple which provided first of all for the 
separation of one day in seven for rest 
and worship by every human being. 
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This same Sabbatic principle is en- 
larged in relation to the foundation of 
all human economy, which is, of 
course, the land, its proper manage- 
ment and the equable distribution of 
its products. 

The basis of the Divine economic 
system is the land and righteous gov- 
ernment is founded upon its possession 
and operation. The day will come, as a 
result of the more widely known knowl- 
edge of the chemistry and life of the 
soil, when ability to secure better re- 
turns from its cultivation will be in- 
creased many fold. 

Of the basic laws applying to the 
soil, one is of supreme importance. This 
is the Sabbatic law of the soil which is 
very largely, if not wholly, disregarded 
at the present time. The Sabbatic 
principle in regard to the land is that 
the land shall rest one year in every 
seven years. In other words, there must 
be a cleansing time for the land at the 
end of each six years. The observance 
of this law replaces the life of the soil 
and renews its health so that it may 
produce healthy soil life, healthy vege- 
table life and healthy animal and hu- 
man life. 

In this same connection, one other 
factor provided for by the economic 
system of the Kingdom of God is the 
righteous distribution of the products 
of the soil, as well as the righteous dis- 
tribution of the goods which are man- 
ufactured from the products of the soil. 
In relation to the economic system 
generally, there is to be a release in 
connection with financial obligations 
every seventh year, and it is worth 
while noting that this Law of Release 
is incorporated in our common law 
and is known as the Statute of Limita- 
tions. The Law of Release in the Di- 
vine economic system is as follows: 


**At the end of every seven years thou 
shalt make a release. And this is the man- 
ner of the release: Every creditor that 
lendeth ought unto his neighbour shall 
release it; he shall not exact it of his 
neighbour, or of his brother; because it is 
called the Lord’s release. Of a foreigner 
thou mayest exact it again: but that which 
is thine with thy brother thine hand shall 
release.” (Deut. 15: 1-3.) 


Then we are given one of the rea- 
sons for the enactment. The marginal 
translation of this is much clearer than 
that in the text and states that the Law 
of Release shall be established, ‘“To the 
end that there be no poor among you.” 
Moffatt translates this latter part by 
emphasizing that, if the Divine eco- 


nomic system were followed, particu- 
larly with reference to financial deal- 
ings: 

“There should be no poor among you, 
for the Eternal your God will prosper you 
. . . provided that you are attentive to 
the voice of the Eternal your God, and 
mindful to obey all these commands.” 
(Deut. 15: 4-5, Moffatt Trans.) 


Then follows Divine instructions and 
prohibitions regarding usury (interest), 
the absolute disregard of which has 
resulted in the present state of unbal- 
ance in the world and the accumula- 
tion of enormous debts which, as a 
matter of fact, will never be liquidated 
under the current system. 

In the Divine economic system of 
the Kingdom of God judgment, jus- 
tice, equity and righteousness are the 
basic principles. No wrong or violence 
may be done to the stranger, the father- 
less or the widow. There will be no 
slavery. Liberty is the right of every 
individual. Provision is made for the 
payment of a just remuneration for 
services rendered and no part of the 
wages earned are to be withheld for 
any cause. The whole system is so 
arranged as to make service the “‘be 
all” and “end all” of human activity. 
There will be no system of indirect 
taxation and the only form of direct 
taxation is the tithe. 

Nowhere within the divine economic 
system is it made possible for the rich 
man to become richer at the expense 
of the poor, nor the poor man to be- 
come richer at the expense of the rich. 
Let it be remembered that the burden 
of taxation under which the modern 
economic system suffers, the revenues 
from which must be expended for enor- 
mous governmental expense, social 
services and what have you, is abso- 
lutely absent from the perfect system 
because, when the basic laws of the 
economic system of God are followed, 
there will be no excessive and burden- 
some charges on account of hospitali- 
zation, insane asylums, prisons and 
penitentiaries. 

Eventually, when the severity of 
world conditions culminates in an im- 
passe, the people will be compelled to 
arrive at the conclusion that the appli- 
cation of the Divine administration 
is not only possible, but absolutely nec- 
essary in order to rescue them from the 
accumulated evils which have come 
about due to man’s mismanagement of 
his affairs. 

There is universal agreement today 
that the world is in a worse state of 
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chaos than it has ever experienced in 
all its long and eventful history. There 
is, similarly, practically universal agree- 
ment that man by his own knowledge 
is absolutely unable to solve the prob- 
lems which confront him and that, as 
a matter of fact, all his efforts demon- 
strated in the realm of national and 
international policy of economic order 
(or perhaps one should say disorder) 
have resulted only in making confusion 
worse confounded. 

The world is divided today into two 
hostile camps and consequently there 
are existent two major causes of fear. 
One is the fear of the result of the pro- 
gressive race in the production of 
armaments and the other in the fear of 
the collapse of the economic system. 
It does not take a great deal of observa- 
tion to see that enemies within, as well 
as external foes, are playing the one 
fear against the other. It is this situation 
that will be brought to an end by the 
intervention of Almighty God at the 
time of the Battle of that Great Day 
of God Almighty. Then it will not only 
be the actual enemies of God and of 
the people of His Kingdom who will 
be destroyed, but also the destructive 
philosophies and forces destroying the 
equilibrium of everyday life will be 
brought to an end when the triumph- 
ant cry goes forth: 


“Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith 
the Lord God; this is the day whereof I 





have spoken.” (Ez. 39: 8.) 


We shall then see the fulfillment of 
the definite statement: 


*‘So will I make my holy name known 
in the midst of my people Israel; and I will 
not let them pollute my holy name any 
more: and the heathen shall know that I 
am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel.” 


(Ez. 39: 7.) 


Speaking of the functioning of the 
Kingdom of God under the King of 
kings, Isaiah says: 


“For the nation and kingdom that will 
not serve thee shall perish; yea, those 
nations shall be utterly wasted.” (Isa. 6o: 
12.) 


Then he continues in an entirely 
different vein: 


“Whereas thou [the citizens of His 
Kingdom] hast been forsaken and hated, 
so that no man went through thee, I will 
make thee an eternal exceilency, a joy of 
many generations. Thou shalt also suck 
the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck 
the breast of kings: and thou shalt know 
that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy 
Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. For 
brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will 
bring silver, and for wood brass, and for 
stones iron: I will also make thy officers 
peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
Violence shall no more be heard in thy 
land, wasting nor destruction within thy 
borders; but thou shalt call thy walls 
Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The sun 


shall be no more thy light by day; neither 
for brightness shall the moon give light 
unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee 
an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended. Thy people also shall be all 
righteous: they shall inherit the land for 
ever, the branch of my planting, the work 
of my hands, that I may be glorified. A 
little one shall become a thousand, and a 
small one a strong nation: I the Lord will 
hasten it in his time.” (Isa. 60: 15-22.) 


We may conclude, then, that the 
Kingdom of God will be restored and 
function perfectly here upon earth. 
There is no greater truth than this, nor 
is there anything that contains a 
greater hope for the future. The King 
of the Kingdom is the resurrected and 
ascended Christ, the same Jesus who 
is to return “‘when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord,” who will restore all things, 
bringing about what is described as 
the “restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets sipce the world 
began” (Acts 3: 21). 

The King, great David’s Greater 
Son, is to reign on earth for the mil- 
lennial period which is the Kingdom 
Age. Then the Son of man will de- 
liver up the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father, so that God may be all in all. 


“Laborers Together With God” 


All those devoted to the proclamation of the Gospel of the King- 
dom are indeed laborers together with God in one of the greatest 
tasks assigned to His followers during the closing days of the 
present age. We daily receive letters of encouragement from 
Destiny readers, many of whom help voluntarily in the work 
being done by contributing to it financially with tithes and 
offerings. This has been greatly appreciated for, from the incep- 
tion of our activities, we have felt assured that the Lord would 
lay it upon the hearts of those whom He would call to serve with 
us to give the needed support and He has not failed in this. We 
take this opportunity now to thank all those who have made 
possible, by their generous support of this undertaking, the con- 
tinued publication of Destiny, as well as the printing and distribu- 
tion of books and literature. 

On our part we have recognized that God has required us to 
proclaim the authenticity and truth of all the Scriptures from 
Genesis to Revelation. Our correspondence reflects that our 
having done so has been the means of strengthening the faith of 
many who were disturbed by the teachings of evil doctrines such 
as modernism. By declaring the magnitude of the covenants and 
promises of our God, it has been our privilege to bring to the 
attention of Destiny readers the Divine Plan of the Ages and 
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point out the intricate and marvelous time periods converging 
upon the years of our generation as current history demonstrates 
the accuracy of prophecy fulfilled. 

Destiny’s editorial policy has been based upon the correct 
answer to two questions: st) Is it true? 2nd) Should it be told? 
When the answer to both has been in the affirmative, the facts 
have been published, “‘letting the chips fall where they must.” 
It is only natural that such a policy would make enemies, some 
of whom are powerful, but it has also brought support from many 
friends whom God has led to uphold our hands so that Destiny 
may continue to hew to the line. 

The allotted time to carry on this type of activity is rapidly 
drawing to a close, yet our great desire is to make the most of the 
remaining days of this age and, as ambassadors of the King, sow 
far and wide the seeds of truth. It is certainly no time to curtail 
activities; instead, the work must be expanded and, God willing, 
this we shall do with the help of those who are of like mind with 
us. In thanking the many friends who have so generously helped 
in the past, we also continue to covet the prayers of all that God 
will not only give to each one, but to us also, the understanding, 
good judgment, strength and means to carry on and complete the 
work that lies before us. — Tue Eprror 


DESTINY 











r 
t 
- 
y 
r 
- 
] 
r 
c 
\ 
4 
] 


oes iO 


= ae ws ~“- ro . 








REVIEW OF WORLD AFFAIRS 


By KENNETH de COURCY 


' London, April 1 (By CABLE) 


REST IS DEVELOPING in Russia proper; that is, in the 

Russian Federated Republic. Observers have de- 

tected neglect and slackness on the part of minor 
officials, which has made possible a revival of some indi- 
vidualism in farming communities. The failure of local 
functionaries to carry out government directives is a serious 
breakdown in the party machine, undermining the very 
foundation of the Soviet State. 

In spite of the difficulties and severe censorship, trans- 
planted Russians have not completely lost contact with 
their homeland. It is quite amazing with what tenacity 
they have endeavored to keep alive this contact. They 
have transmitted information and hints as to developments 
in the most distant parts, of which no newspaper has ever 
made mention. Strange and alarming rumors of accidents 
and catastrophes began to circulate, of frightening phe- 
nomena and mysterious happenings. That was how the 
first vague hints about the development of atomic industry 
in the Soviet Union reached the Russian people long 
before it received outside official confirmation or even 
reached the stage of an external intelligence build-up. 

The situation became serious enough for Moscow to 
postpone indefinitely all elections to the local Soviets in 
the Russian Federated Republic, which had been fixed 
and formally announced for March. No less significant is 
the fact that whole districts in Russia have now been 
virtually isolated from the rest of the Soviet Union by a 
much stricter ban on movement to and from the affected 
areas. 

Against all the unrest reported, however, must be set 
the latest news of Russia’s growing military power. The 
Russian General Staff itself thinks its preparations are 
going so well that, taking into account the invulnerability 
of Russia and her immense submarine fleet, 1952 will mark 
a supreme change in the balance of world power. If, how- 
ever, the Atlantic Powers awake beforehand, there can 
be little doubt that Russia would, if she could, strike first. 
But there are reasons why, if the Atlantic Powers were 
clever and used their resources well, that would either 
prove impossible for or fatal to Russia. 

Russia’s strategy is, therefore, to keep us quiet for a 
little longer and devote greater and still greater resources 
to her atomic industry. She attaches immense importance 
to that. If she can keep us quiet on her terms until 1952, 
she thinks she will be pretty near success. 

But for a Russian desertion (Guzenko), it is possible 
that we should never have caught the few espionage agents 
who have at last been found. Guzenko led to Nunn May, 
and that case gave a clue to Fuchs. If the world is to be 
saved from a catastrophe, one of the first things to do is to 
make use of this lesson and to use secret political warfare 
methods for encouraging other Russians to do likewise. 
It is to be noticed that Russia’s sources of information on 
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all technical subjects remain excellent. No one writing a 
secret memorandum on any subject, even within a con- 
fidential State Department, can be certain that it will not 
quickly reach the nearest Russian intelligence center. It 
is to be hoped that the Nunn May and Fuchs cases have 
provided a final warning to the authorities. Until recently, 
things of this kind were often dismissed as sensational; no 
doubt they are, but they happen to be real life sensations 
possessing the most awkward significance. 

It is probable that the second experiment in nuclear 
fission in Russia took place in the summer of 1949. The 
second explosion was of some kind of bomb more powerful 
than the ordinary A-bomb. In December 1949 a further 
experiment in nuclear fission was probably made and 
certainly there was one in January 1950. On February 28 
or March 1, or both dates, the largest series of experiments 
ever made in recorded history started and, we believe, 
continued. 

The Soviet Union is now known to be ahead of all other 
powers in bacteriological warfare. The latest tests were 
carried out during the last week in January at a place 
some 30 miles east of Ashkhadad. Political prisoners were 
used in the experiment. It is. known that the scientists on 
this job were very satisfied with the results. Preparations 
are now being made for the development of such methods 
on a war scale. 


The Far East 


Russia’s policy in the Far East is of great local im- 
portance and, of course, also of world significance. But 
it has another aspect; we have reason to think that until 
Soviet plans in East Asia reach completion, pressure will 
not be unduly increased elsewhere. Directly the East Asian 
plan nears completion we shall see a great increase of 
direct pressure in other parts of the world. Events in East 
Asia will provide the forward timetable for the Middle 
East and Europe. 


Report From China 


It is now possible to get a clearer idea of the price that 
Mao Tse-tung has had to pay for the Russian treaty. 
Despite the greatest secrecy in official quarters, our ob- 
servers have been able to find out something and are quite 
sure that the price is a stiff one. The Russians are likely to 
get at least economic control in Manchuria. Soviet mis- 
sions are to share with China the control of six important 
ports: Dairen, Port Arthur, Haichow, Chefoo, Wei-Hei- 
Wei and Tsingtao. 

Communist China’s economy is fast deteriorating. Some 
of the hitherto impeccable Communist authorities are 
taking to graft and getting mixed up with the black market. 
In the northern Anhwei Province, 3,500,000 people are 
more or less starving; a million are expected to die before 
the spring is out. In the whole of Red China, three million 
people are expected to die of starvation this year. 
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Chinese Nationalist authorities in Formosa are quite 
certain that invasion from the mainland has been definitely 
decided on. The Communist General, Lin Piao, is basing 
his preparations on Amoy and Swatow, 115 and 165 
miles respectively from Formosa. 


News From Tibet 


Plans for a Chinese invasion of Tibet are fast working 
up to the point of action. For some time Chinese broad- 
casting stations have been pouring out appropriate propa- 
ganda and, for the last two months, the Soviet press and 
Siberian radio stations have been joining in. The main 
trend of the propaganda is the familiar one that British 
and American agents are making Lhasa the center of 
aggressive designs against Communist China. At the same 
time, the Dalai Lama’s regime is violently attacked. 

In December 1949 the Soviet air force made thorough 
mapping reconnaissances over Tibet. Chu-Teh’s staff are 
making their plans from large-scale and very accurate 
aerial maps provided by the Russians. 


Indo-China 


Indo-China is the greatest prize in southeast Asia. It 
exports tin, tungsten, zinc, manganese, timber, rubber, 
tea, spices and, above all, rice. Before the war, over a 
million tons of rice a year were exported. It is believed 
that there is oil, as well as other unexploited minerals. 

Strategically, Indo-China’s importance is tremendous. 
The Japanese recognized this very clearly in 1941, when 
it was essential to their plans, just as it now is to Soviet- 
Chinese strategy. There are two valuable naval ports, 
Saigon and Haiphong, both in what is now Vietnam. 
There are frontiers with Siam, Burma and China, and 
Indo-China is an essential part of the land bridge between 
China and Malaya. Both the western Powers and the 
Soviet-Chinese alliance have a vital interest in Indo- 
China, the key to southeast Asia. While the great powers 
are maneuvering in the offing, the rival regimes in Viet- 
nam, symbols of the greater issues, are bidding for the 
support of the people. 


A Neglected Subject 


Dr. Einstein has said that if H-bombs should be used on 
a certain scale all life on this planet might be extinguished. 
Some people do not agree with him, although it is a little 
hard to make a scientific case against the supreme expositor 
of the entire basic theory. Many people fully realize the 
gravity of these opinions that an increasing number insist 
that, whatever physical precautions are taken, the trans- 
cendent need is for a world-wide change of heart. Has the 
Christian Church anything of real importance to say, 
beyond a hope that people will become religious? Has 
Einstein’s warning in fact taken it by surprise? Every 
section of the Christian Church from the first century has, 
in fact, anticipated the very situation which Dr. Einstein 
says now threatens to develop. More curious still is the 
silence of most Christians themselves. 

Historically, the Christian Church has, from the first, 
expected four things: 7) persecution; 2) a phase of world- 
wide evangelism; 3) an eventual development in human 
affairs which (in the words of its Founder), unless the days 
were shortened, would permit no flesh to live; and 4) the 
sovereign intervention of God at the crucial hour and a 
supreme renaissance instead of final catastrophe. 
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For long centuries 2), 3) and 4) seemed beyond sight. 
Later 3) and 4) seemed almost absurd and, indeed, so 
much so that Christians themselves almost feared to remind 
people of them; 7) and 2) have long since been fulfilled; 
3) and 4) are now thrust upon the attention of the entire 
human family by events and opinions utterly unconnected 
with and often hostile to the Churches. It is, therefore, 
hard to ignore the remarkable coincidence between 
Christian anticipation and the contemporary crises. 


India and Pakistan 


Students in certain Russian-controlled European uni- 
versities are being taught Indian languages. The implica- 
tion is clear. Although there is an excellent chance of 
averting Communism both in Pakistan and India, the 
dangers need a clearer recognition in order that the 
favorable factors can be developed. 

Russian intervention in an Indian-Pakistani war would 
inevitably end in Russian control of the whole sub- 
continent. Any attempt by the western powers to defend 
India, in the event of Russian intervention on the side of 
Pakistan, would throw the whole of the Moslem Middle 
East into Russia’s arms. The present Russian strategy is to 
outflank non-Communist Asia, but any real chance of a 
break-through in the center would be seized with both 
hands. The result would be the outflanking of the Middle 
East oil area by a power purporting to be the saviour of 
Islam; the Soviet Union would have first-class ports in 
the Indian Ocean; communications between Europe 
and Australasia would be cut and the whole of Africa 
threatened. 


The Middle East 


Within the Arab States the political tempo changes 
from day to day. Governments succeed each other with 
bewildering rapidity. Caught up in the rising tide of 
nationalism, any minister who signs an agreement with a 
foreign power or shows friendly tendencies, will immedi- 
ately be suspected of betraying the national interests. It 
is becoming impossible to negotiate with governments 
whose precarious tenure of office depends on a negative 
attitude towards foreign powers and who dare not commit 
themselves to any agreement or line of action, however 
necessary they feel it to be. 

The Atlantic Powers should take a hand in arresting 
the Middle East landslide before it is too late. Peace and 
world economic recovery largely depend on the stability 
of this area. Today, with Soviet Russia active in subversive 
propaganda and promoting with all the means in her 
power the discord and disruption which already exist, 
it is very probable that the time will come when all our 
hard-won achievements will be swept away, and the great 
bulk of foreign capital investment in the Middle East 
written off with one disastrous stroke. Once the Russians 
have completed their Far Eastern program, the far greater 
pressure which it is then planned to exert upon the Middle 
Eastern area will expose all the weaknesses. 





The foregoing is the fifty-fifth presentation of excerpts from “In- 
telligence Digest — A Review of World Affairs” by Kenneth de 
Courcy, cabled from London and published in Destiny by special 
arrangement with the author. 

Readers desiring the complete “Intelligence Digest’? may obtain 
it by subscription at $10.00 a year, through Destiny Publishers, 
Haverhill, Mass., in which case it will come to you direct by mail 
as soon as printed, following receipt of the cable. — Ep. 
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Toward the Finale 


March 24, 1950 
EHIND A smoke screen of peace 
B oratory the Kremlin leaders 
press their plans on all fronts. 
Prior to the March 12, 1950 Soviet 
election, several Politburo members 
reiterated that the Soviet and Western 
spheres could exist side by side. Shortly 
after the election came rumors that 
Premier Stalin might dramatically 
offer to meet President Truman in 
Stockholm, Western Berlin or even 
Paris to talk “‘peace.”” The Soviet aim 
behind any such move would be to 
soften the Western democracies for 
the final destructive onslaught and to 
lull the peoples of the world into a 
false sense of security. 

Soviet actions, however, belied 
peaceful intentions. Steady expansion 
of the East German “Police Army” 
and reports that full mobilization in 
the Soviet zone of Germany had been 
ordered by May 15 combined to warn 
that a new German crisis was immi- 
nent. Strife flared in Indo-China as 
Communist-led mobs demonstrated 
against the United States. 

The trend of events during March, 
particularly in Germany, was clearly 
a build-up toward crucial develop- 
ments in the weeks ahead. Study of 
the time-cycles given in charts ac- 
companying articles in past issues of 
Destiny indicate important terminals 
relating to Germany falling through- 
out May and early June. Therefore, 
an Advance Date Chart (Chart B) 
has been prepared to bring these 1950 
terminals together in one chart and 
it is presented in this issue of DesTIny 
to enable Destiny readers to relate 
events to the more important chrono- 
logical terminals during what may 
prove to be a fateful month. 

Notes upon the Advance Date Chart 
will be given later. Meanwhile, all 
references will be to Chart A which 
covers the events of late February and 
March. 

Severance of diplomatic relations 
between the United States and Bul- 
garia was noted in the text of last 
month’s article (“Valley of Judg- 
ment,” Destiny for April 1950). On 
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By WILLIAM O. LAY, JR. 


February 24 the United States fol- 
lowed up this move by freezing the 
assets of citizens of Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Rumania. Note at the top of the 
chart that this action came 1290 days 
solar after July 26, 1946 when the 
United States formally demanded 
that Russia cease blocking coopera- 
tive efforts to aid Hungary. As indi- 
cated, February 24 was also 1290 days 
lunar plus two before the August 20, 
1953 terminal of the Great Pyramid’s 
King’s Chamber period. 

In the Middle East also a crisis was 
brewing. On February 26 officials in 
Washington revealed that the Jewish 
State had appealed to the United 
States and Britain for arms and mili- 
tary equipment. The Jews professed 
to fear that the Arab nations were 
“feverishly” arming for a _ second 
round of the Palestine war. The date 
was 1290 days solar plus two after 
July 26, 1946 and 1290 days lunar 
before August 20, 1953 (top of chart). 

Most pertinent to the “desolation” 
connotations of February 26 was the 
suggestion of four atomic scientists 
that a 10-year program of dispersing 
the population from vulnerable cities 
be undertaken. Since cities are hardly 
defensible against bombs, the only so- 
lution the scientists could see was to 
move the population, with the gov- 
ernment underwriting the cost of 15 
to 25 billions of dollars a year for ten 
years. In the next breath the scientists 
revealed that H-bombs could be rigged 
with radioactive dust that would stay 
active for a few days, a few months, or 
as long as 5000 years. Against such 
bombs dispersal would be no protec- 
tion. 

Slowly but perceptibly public un- 
easiness is deepening as implications 
of the atomic arms race and Russian 
aggressiveness permeate popular think- 
ing. These elements will breed the 
perplexity and failing of hearts for 
fear that the Master foretold would 
mark the last days of the present dis- 
pensation. 

The United States dealt yet another 
blow against Communist satellites 
when it sealed off Bulgaria from pri- 


vate American travel. This was on: 
February 27, the date falling 420 
days solar after December 28, 1948. 
It was on the mean terminal of this 
420-day cycle (February 21) that the 
United States broke relations with Bul- 
garia (near bottom of chart). 

Dr. Klaus Fuchs, the British atomic 
scientist who betrayed key secrets to 
Russia, was given the maximum sen- 
tence of fourteen years at his trial on 
March 1. Lord Goddard, the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, stated that 
Fuchs had committed the “grossest 
treachery” and done “irreparable and 
incalculable harm”? to both the United 
States and Britain. 

Note at the bottom of the chart 
that the Fuchs conviction came 7 x 120 
days solar before June 30, 1952. The 
latter date will fall 2520 days after 
release of the first atom bomb on 
August 6, 1945. The “warning” of 
the 7 x 120 cycle here is that treachery 
within the Anglo-Saxon nations has 
shortened by many months the inter- 
val before the world must face its 
atomic trial by fire. 

Symptomatic of public uneasiness 
were several proposals for easing the 
cold war and ending the atomic arms 
race. Senator Brien McMahon urged 
a conference of Atlantic Pact powers 
to draft a new atomic weapons control 
program and a new approach to peace. 
There were suggestions for a new Big 
Three conference. But on March 2 
President Truman declared he would 
never go to Moscow for peace talks 
while he was President. ‘The date was 
666 days solar before January 7, 1952. 
This last date will fall 2520 days after 
the Yalta Conference communique 
was issued on February 12, 1945 
(lower center of chart). 

An ominous March 5 report re- 
vealed that the Russians had ordered 
a “full mobilization” in their occupa- 
tion zone of Germany by May 15 to 
meet an expected “extreme interna- 
tional crisis.”” Note near the top of the 
chart that March 5 was exactly 286 
days after the opening of the Four- 
Power conference on Germany on 
May 23, 1949. The latter date was 
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the third day made perfect of 10 x 
1290 days lunar after Germany opened 
World War I on August 1, 1914. 

The Commerce Department on 
March 8 ordered export controls on 
600 more kinds of strategic goods to 
keep them out of Red China or other 
areas under Russian domination. This 
move came just 420 days lunar after 
January 18, 1949 when the Western 
powers clamped their counter-block- 
ade on the Soviet sector of Berlin. 
The 1949 date, in turn, was 9 x 1290 
days after the United States entered 
World War I on April 6, 1917 (upper 
center of chart). 

On the same March 8 date the 
Washington Administration revealed 
a second sharp protest against bomb- 
ing of American ships by Chinese 
Nationalist planes. 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson on 
March 9 called upon all Americans to 
enlist in a concerted drive to defeat 
Russia’s plans for world domination. 
This would be known as “total di- 
plomacy.” The struggle confronting 
the free world was seen to be fully as 
urgent and critical as the fight against 
Nazism, but the Secretary advanced 
no new concrete proposals for meeting 
the world-wide Soviet threat. Ob- 
servers had to assume that the feeble 
and vacillating State Department pol- 
icles would continue. Words will stop 
few Soviet tanks or planes or guided 
missiles. 

Note near the top of the chart that 
March 9g significantly marked the 
lunar terminal of 9 x 1290 days after 
the November 11, 1918 Armistice, 
and was also exactly 1260 days before 
the King’s Chamber period of Great 
Pyramid prophecy ends on August 20, 
1953. In addition, it was 286 days 
solar after the opening of the Big 
Four conference on Germany on 
May 23, 1949. 

United States diplomats from four- 
teen Middle Eastern countries con- 
cluded a four-day conference at Cairo 
on March 11. Noteworthy in the re- 
leased communique was the lack of 
any new firm policy to meet Soviet en- 
croachment or deal with the tense 
Arab-Jewish situation. No steps were 
taken to ease the plight of Arab refu- 
gees in displaced persons camps. As 
always, the Anglo-Saxon policy of 
drifting will only lead to disaster. 

The Middle Eastern conference 
ended just 9 x 1290 days solar after 
the British entered Jerusalem on De- 
cember 11, 1917 (bottom of chart). 
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The March 11, 1950 date also fell 
666 days after the Jewish State was 
proclaimed on May 14, 1948. 

Russia’s one-party election was 
held on March 12, the date falling 666 
days before January 7, 1952 (center of 
chart). On the same day China’s hard- 
pressed Nationalist leaders formed a 
new cabinet to cope with the uncer- 
tain future. 

Secretary of State Acheson on 
March 16 challenged Russia to prove 
her desire for peace by accepting a 
seven-point program. At the same time 
Mr. Acheson saw no evidence that the 
Kremlin leaders would change their 
conduct. He could have gone farther 
and demonstrated that the American 
terms, compared with those of the 
Politburo, made it evident that one 
side or the other must surrender. 

The Acheson declaration came 420 
plus two days after January 18, 1949 
(center of chart). 

The export controls ordered by the 
Commerce Department on March 8 
went into effect on March 20. Note at 
the center of the chart that both these 
dates fell on terminals of the same 
420-day cycle, March 8 being the 
lunar date and March 20 the solar. 
In addition, March 20 was 666 days 
lunar plus two before January 7, 
1952. | 

In his March 16 declaration, Sec- 
retary of State Acheson repeated Ad- 
ministration assurances of limited aid 
to non-Communist countries in Asia. 
But on March 22 it was learned that a 
special United States mission to South- 
east Asia considered the Communist 
threat to French Indo-China so acute 
that it had advised the State Depart- 
ment to concentrate on short-range 
assistance programs designed to help 
the French achieve political and mili- 
tary stability. The swift Communist 
tide in Asia continues to sweep aside 
the inadequate barriers which the 
Western powers belatedly throw up 
against it. 

Note that March 22 was 420 days 
solar plus two after January 18, 1949 
and 666 days lunar before January 7, 
1952 (center of chart). 

In Germany, meanwhile, the West 
German Government declared itself 
in favor of free all-German elections, 
but passed to the Western Allies the 
responsibility for winning Soviet 
agreement. The United States High 
Commissioner for Germany had sug- 
gested a free election throughout East 
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and West Germany, and the idea was 
supported by the British High Com- 
missioner. The officials had hoped, 
however, that the West German Gov- 
ernment would take the initiative. 

Steady expansion of the East Ger- 
man police army into a fully-trained 
military force — along with other evi- 
dences of Soviet preparations for a 
major move — highlight Germany as 
a key focal point in the East-West 
struggle. The ultimate Soviet goal of 
dominating all Germany has long 
been apparent; it remains to be seen 
how far they will push their program 
in the weeks immediately ahead. 

The youth rally of East German 
Communists is scheduled for May 
27-30. Refer now to the center of the 
Advance Date Chart (Chart B) and 
note that May 26 will be 2 x 286 days 
after the fall of Mukden on October 
31, 1948. From that point a period of 
1260 days solar extends to the fall of 
Berlin to the Soviets on May 2, 1945. 

May 28, 1950 will be 2 x 286 days 
solar after October 25, 1948 when 
Russia vetoed the United Nations 
compromise proposals on the Berlin 
blockade issue. From that date a 
period of 1600 plus two days extends 
back to the June 6, 1944 Allied inva- 
sion of Normandy. Note near the bot- 
tom of the Advance Date Chart that 
May 28, 1950 will also be 7 x 120 
days lunar before the September 2, 
1952 solar terminal of 2520 days after 
signing of the Japanese surrender on 
September 2, 1945. 

May 30, 1950 is likewise strongly 
marked (upper half of Advance Date 
Chart). It will fall 666 days after 
Kremlin talks on the Berlin issue 
opened on August 2, 1948. The latter 
date was the lunar terminal of 9 x 1290 
days after the United States entered 
World War I on April 6, 1917. The 
May 30 date will also be 390 days after 
the Four-Power communique on the 
Berlin blockade end was issued on 
May 5, 1949. As indicated, that date 
fell 2520 days after Anglo-American 
treaties of mutual assistance with the 
Soviet Union were announced on 
June 11, 1942. 

The third day made perfect of the 
two cycles terminating on May 30 will 
be June 1. This date will also mark the 
solar terminal of 10 x 1290 days after 
Germany opened World War I on 
August 1, 1914. Note at the top of the 
chart that previous terminals of this 
cycle marked outstanding German de- 
velopments. Both the lunar terminal 
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and its third day made perfect brought 
important news. The third day made 
perfect of the mean terminal revealed 
the East German police army. 

The third day made perfect of the 
10 x 1290 solar cycle will be June 3. 
This date will also be 1040 days before 
April 8, 1953. As noted, this last date 
will be 2520 days after efforts to write 
World War II peace treaties collapsed 
on May 15, 1946. Other data at the 
center of the chart relates June 3, 
1950 to May 9, 1949 and to April 9, 
1949 as well as to the October 31, 
1948 fall of Mukden. 

All advance dates will not be cov- 
ered here, since the chart is largely 
self-explanatory. However, it was not 
feasible to include all relevant mate- 
rial on May 12, 1950. As indicated on 
the lower half of the chart, the date 
will mark the solar terminal of 9 x 
1260 days after the November 11, 
1918 Armistice. Recall that it was on 
the lunar terminal of this cycle that 
the Big Four Foreign Ministers reached 
a limited accord on Berlin. This 
“modus vivendi” agreement was the 
only fruit of the protracted Paris ne- 
gotiations. 

These articles have made several 
previous references to May 12, 1950. 


Additional data will be found in a 
chart on page 161 of the May 1949 
issue of Destiny accompanying the 
article, “Steps To Judgment.” An ex- 
haustive treatment of 666 cycles 
terminating on May 12, 1950 is given 
on page 312 of the September 1948 
issue accompanying the article, “Storm 
Vanguard.” A chart on page 337 of 
the October 1949 issue accompanying 
the article, “Shadow of Judgment,”’ 
ties in a 286 cycle. 

The cycles marshaled on the Ad- 
vance Date Chart will help to show 
the basic patterns of events as they af- 
fect Germany. The highlight happen- 
ings come on terminals of longer cy- 
cles. Shorter interlocking cycles mark 
the intermediate events and weave 
the whole pattern into a precise and 
harmonious whole. 

Steady tensening of the world sit- 
uation is evident as the weeks of 1950 
unfold. This will continue to be true 
whether Soviet plans call for a sudden 
aggressive move or for a diplomatic 
diversion to confuse public opinion 
in the Western democracies. The basic 
conflicts in the present world struggle 
cannot be compromised, and the de- 
nouement will be as foretold ages ago 
in the pages of Holy Writ. 
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An Age of Presumption 


AR THE CLOSE of the sublime 

nineteenth Psalm, Israel’s most 

beloved king and _ psalmist 
breathes this fervent prayer: “Keep 
back thy servant also from presumptu- 
ous sins.” It is in such humble confes- 
sions of frailty and need that King 
David reveals his true greatness. Would 
that all of us might be given the grace 
to see ourselves as God sees us! Then 
we too would make the psalmist’s 
prayer our own. 

Presumptuous sins characterize this 
age in which many no longer believe in 
the reality of sin. The sin of presump- 
tion is no respecter of persons. It as- 
serts itself in the high places and the 
low; in both rich and poor; and in il- 
literates almost as readily as in schol- 
ars. Presumption manifests itself in 
various ways, a few of which we shall 
consider with more or less brevity at 
this time. 

On the eve of the Roman Catholic 
Holy Year, December 23, 1949, Pope 
Pius XII invited all non-Catholic be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ to “return to the 
one true church.” The Pope urged that 
the year 1950 mark “the return of all 
mankind to the divine plan.” In the 
interest of religious freedom, we grant 
that the Pope would have been within 
his rights had he merely invited others 
— especially unbelievers —to become 
members of the Catholic Church. But 
his appeal, obviously directed toward 
members of the Protestant and Greek 
Orthodox churches, is based on the as- 
sumption that there is no true church 
except the Roman Catholic, and that 
all believers, except communicants in 
the Roman Church, are outside the 
pale of the divine plan. A spokesman 
for the Archbishop of Canterbury 
commented aptly on this point when 
he said: “‘I assume this means that all 
churches must become Catholic and if 
so, it’s an old story.” 

In October 1949, at a general con- 
ference of the Latter-day Saints in the 
Salt Lake City Tabernacle, a member 
of the First Council of the Seventy, 
Bruce R. McConkie, delivered an 
address titled ““The Message of the 
Restoration.”” His restoration message 
consisted of three major contentions. 
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The first one was an excellent state- 
ment of Christian faith, proclaiming 
Jesus Christ as the Son of the living 
God, the Saviour and Redeemer, in 
whose name alone men may find salva- 
tion; and stating further that by virtue 
of His atonement all who believe and 
obey Him will be raised to eternal life 
and become citizens in His Kingdom. 
It might well serve as a creed for both 
Protestant and Catholic believers in 
Christ. 

But the second point in Mr. Mc- 
Conkie’s message is far less satisfactory, 
to say the least. “Joseph Smith, Jr.,” 
he tells us, “‘is the chosen prophet 
through whom the fullness of the ever- 
lasting gospel has been restored in this 
dispensation. He was chosen by Christ 
to be the restorer and revealer of all 
things necessary for the salvation and 
exaltation of man; he gave again on 
earth every law, every principle, and 
every doctrine by conformity to which 
we may gain the kingdom of 
God.” 

His third contention is a logical out- 
growth of the second, namely, “that 
this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints is, at this moment, the only 
true and living Church upon the face 
of the whole earth. It is the only place 
where the plan of life and salvation is 
found.” (Quotations from The Improve- 
ment Era, Nov. 1949, p. 727.) 

Pity the poor outcasts! In view of 
the foregoing declarations, how are 
they to know whether the keys of 
heaven are in the hands of the Roman 
Pope or Joseph Smith, Jr.? 

A great majority of Protestants, al- 
though believing that we have Biblical 
grounds for considering ourselves with- 
in the fold of Christ, lay no such claim 
to exclusiveness and infallibility. In- 
deed, with the exception of a few 
fanatical sects, we are happy to believe 
that many devout Catholics and 
Latter-day Saints — along with our- 
selves — are members of the spiritual 
Body of Christ, which constitutes the 
one true Church, as we understand it. 
We believe that no man, whether he 
calls himself pope, prophet or priest, 
has been given the right to determine 
who shall, or shall not, become a mem- 


ber of Christ’s Body; hence any at- 
tempt to exercise this prerogative is 
presumptuousness. 

Moreover, we believe that presump- 
tion becomes especially obnoxious 
when men demand for their edicts and 
writings precedence over the written 
Word of God. Turning again to Mr. 
McConkie’s address, we find these 
startling sentences: 


“Now, I take it that we are not obligated 
to teach the message of salvation the way 
it was revealed to Peter, James, and John, 
to Moses, or Adam, or any of the ancient 
prophets, but that the Lord wants us to 
carry this message the way it was given 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. . . . 
The Prophet Joseph Smith said that the 
Book of Mormon was the most correct of 
any book on earth and the keystone of our 
religion, and that a man would get nearer 
to God by abiding its precepts than by any 
other book.” 


These astounding assertions amount 
to a complete repudiation of the entire 
Bible in favor of the Book of Mormon. 
For the Gospels certainly record that 
the way of salvation was revealed to 
Peter, James and John by the Lord 
Jesus Himself; and He, in turn, de- 
clared that Moses and the Old Testa- 
ment prophets laid the foundation for 
His work. 

Many practices of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church show the same disregard 
of Scriptural teachings: for example, 
the use of images; the worship of our 
Lord’s mother and the adoration of 
departed saints and martyrs; and the 
appropriation by church potentates of 
the mediatorial power which is vested 
in Christ alone: 


**For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” (I Tim. 2: 5.) 


The practice of setting aside the 
Holy Word for the traditions of 
men began long before the days of 
Roman popes and modern prophets. 
It emerged prominently with the rise 
of Jewry, following the seventy years’ 
captivity in Babylon. Jewish ecclesias- 
ticism, which crystallized as Judaism, 
is not the outgrowth of the faith and 
principles which characterized the 
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patriarchs and prophets of the Old 
Testament; Judaism is, in fact, a repu- 
diation of those principles, according 
to Jesus’ own testimony in Matthew 
23 and Mark 7, from which the fol- 
lowing statements are quoted: 


“The scribes and the Pharisees sit in 
Moses’ seat: . . . they bind heavy burdens 
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on 
men’s shoulders; but they themselves will 
not move them with one of their fingers. 
. . » Howbeit in vain do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men. . . . Full well ye reject the com- 
mandment of God, that ye may keep your 
own tradition.” 


It is incredibly presumptuous to 
make the Bible secondary to such writ- 
ings as the Talmud, the decrees of 
popes, Joseph Smith’s Book of Mormon, 
Mary Baker Eddy’s Science and Health, 
With Key to the Scriptures, and the 
skeptical effusions of high-browed, 
Socialistic professors and theologians. 
It is not necessarily wrong for one to 
give expression to what he believes he 
has received from God in moments of 
devotion and communion, or to make 
known what he believes to be the 
meaning and application of Scriptural 
teachings; the error and presumption 
arise when one ascribes to his experi- 
ences and personal opinions an au- 
thority equal or superior to the Word 
of God. However sincere men and 
women may be in their religious be- 
liefs and experiences, it is nothing 
short of effrontery for them to set their 
opinions above Divine wisdom as ex- 
pressed in the sacred Scriptures. 

The most far-reaching and damag- 
ing work in this line is being done to- 
day by certain influential church lead- 
ers, mostly Protestants, who seem bent 
on completely discrediting the whole 
Bible. In order to show how vigorously 
this policy is being pursued by men 
who are pledged to teach the Word of 
Life, and how their destructive work is 
being challenged by scholarly laymen, 
we bring now some material from a 
most valuable little book by Sir Fred- 
eric Kenyon, The Bible and Modern 
Scholarship, published by John Murray, 
London. The first edition of this book 
was printed in 1948; three reprintings 
were made the same year, and another 
in 1949. All are sold out and the vol- 
ume is not available at present. There- 
fore, it is all the more needful to use 
this means of spreading abroad some 
of Sir Frederic’s highly important 
findings. Perhaps we should add that 
Sir Frederic Kenyon was formerly 
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Director of the British Museum and is 
considered an authority on ancient 
Biblical manuscripts. 

In his Introduction to The Bible and 
Modern Scholarship, the author explains 
that the small volume is an expansion 
of a lecture which he delivered at the 
University of London in November 
1949. It was the first in a series of an- 
nual lectures on Biblical archaeology 
and criticism founded by Mrs. Ethel 
M. Wood. His purpose is stated in the 
Introduction as follows: 


“It seemed suitable to choose as the 
subject of such an inaugural lecture the 
present position of archaeological and 
literary criticism in relation to the authen- 
ticity and authority of the books of which 
the Bible is composed, all the more because 
the discoveries of the last fifty years, and 
especially of the last fifteen, seem to me to 
have altered that position very materially. 
I believe that the time has come to re- 
assess the value of that criticism, to shake 
off the excessive skepticism characteristic 
of much Biblical scholarship in the latter 
part of the nineteenth century, and to 
restore confidence in the Bible as a guide 
to truth and a basis for the conduct of life. 

“The main substance of the lecture was 
accordingly a summary of the more im- 
portant developments in archaeological 
discovery and literary criticism during 
(approximately) the present century; but 
I found it necessary to take particular 
notice of a book which appeared to reach, 
as the result of enlightened modern scholar- 
ship, conclusions exactly the opposite of 
those which I was maintaining. This was 
the work of the Bishop of Birmingham 
entitled The Rise of Christianity, the tenor of 
which was to discredit the authenticity of 
the books of the New Testament, to refer 
them in the main to dates well on in the 
second century, and consequently to 
weaken very seriously the reader’s confi- 
dence in their accuracy as a record of the 
life and teaching of our Lord and His 
Apostles. Such a challenge could not be 
ignored by anyone holding the views which 
I had endeavored to state. I have no liking 
for controversy, and least of all, for criticism 
of one who holds so honourable a position 
in the Church as Dr. Barnes; but since a 
detailed examination of the Bishop’s book 
had convinced me that it was no up-to- 
date representation of the results of modern 
scholarship, but, on the contrary, was a 
revival of a school of criticism which had 
some vogue about seventy years ago, and 
ignored almost wholly the results of the 
last fifty years, I felt that some demonstra- 
tion of this was called for, lest the Bishop’s 
position in the Church should be thought 
to give his opinions a weight which, from 
the point of view of scholarship, they did 
not seem to deserve. 

“The lecture therefore comprised both a 


constructive statement of what I believe 
to be the outcome of modern research and 
a criticism of the Bishop’s book. I had not 
at first thought of further publication of it: 
but I was strongly urged, from quarters 
which I was bound to respect, to make it 
available, in an expanded form, to a wider 
public. It was represented to me that some 
sort of answer was desirable, on account of 
the mischief which such destructive criti- 
cism by a Bishop might do; and that in 
view of Dr. Barnes’ expressed depreciation 
of the value of criticisms by writers of his 
own cloth, such an answer would come 
better from a layman.” 


The first chapter traces Biblical 
criticism through the nineteenth cen- 
tury and outlines the steps by which 
it passed from the stage of unquestion- 
ing acceptance, through a period of 
doubt that was often hypercritical, 
“‘to a position where we are entitled to 
claim that the best and most untram- 
melled scholarship can be shown to 
have vindicated its authenticity and 
its trustworthiness.” This position has 
not been taken from the viewpoint of 
theology or religious emotion, but 
scholarship — “scholarship which has 
too often been invoked as a destructive 
agency, but which is indeed, if followed 
sanely and impartially, an agency of 
construction, leading to established 
confidence.” 

During the nineteenth century the 
Bible was subjected to fresh critical on- 
slaughts, not only from the side of lit- 
erary analysis, but from new develop- 
ments in scientific discovery which, at 
the time, seemed irreconcilable with 
the teachings of Scripture. “In this 
heyday of scientific advance, when 
scientists honestly thought that the 
key of all problems was in their hands, 
the Bible inevitably lost much of its 
hold, especially on the young and in- 
tellectually enterprising.” 

Criticism of the Old Testament took 
the form of an analysis of the structure 
and composition of its books. Old 
Testament books—and the Penta- 
teuch in particular — were no longer 
looked upon as reliable history. They 
were regarded as narratives that had 
been handed down orally for hundreds 
of years and then compiled by various 
scribes into their present form. This 
idea, which goes back to seventeenth 
century scholars, was developed and 
thrust upon the Christian world as the 
very essence of erudition by Ewald, 
Graf, Wellhausen, W. Robertson 
Smith and S. R. Driver. 

“These scholars and their followers 
presented to the world the view that the 
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Pentateuch, instead of being a single work, 
conventionally attributed to Moses and 
therefore regarded as composed about 
1400-1200 B.C. according to the date 
assigned to the Exodus, was a composite 
structure, of which the main components 
were 1) two narratives, known as J and E, 
written about the ninth century in the 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel respectively, 
2) the book of Deuteronomy (D), sub- 
stantially the Book of the Law discovered 
in the Temple in the reign of Josiah (621 
B.C.), 3) the Priestly Narrative (P), com- 
posed in the time, and perhaps by the hand, 
of Ezra (398 B.c.), the whole being worked 
together into a continuous narrative about 
that time.” 


This disturbing literary analysis 
“was lent much more destructive 
weight by the prevalent belief that 
writing was not known, or at any rate 
not used for literary purposes, until 
well after 1000 B.c.”” The ninth edition 
of the Encyclopedia Britannica places the 
origin of writing about the eighth cen- 
tury B.c., Wellhausen puts it from 850 
to 750 B.c., while Grote names the 
middle of the seventh century as the 
beginning of written Greek literature. 


“Tf, then, the Pentateuch, instead of 
being written by Moses, represented at 
best traditions handed down orally over a 
period of some four hundred years, it 
would have very slight historical validity; 
and to this it was added that the legislation 
attributed to Moses was far more elaborate 
and detailed than could be supposed to 
have existed at that remote age. The 
position of the Old Testament as an 
authentic historical record was therefore 
severely shaken.” 


Nineteenth century attacks against 
the New Testament may be dated from 
the writings of F. C. Baur and his 
“Tiibingen School,” beginning in 
1831. In his all-out campaign against 
the New Testament, Baur discarded 
nearly all its books as being unau- 
thentic on the grounds that they were 
not written at the time, nor by the 
authors, which tradition assigned to 
them. 


“Baur started with a theory that the 
whole early history of Christianity centered 
on a supposed embittered hostility between 
Peter and Paul and their respective follow- 
ers; and any early writing inconsistent 
with this hypothesis must be regarded as 
spurious. Of the Epistles attributed to St. 
Paul, Romans, I and II Corinthians, and 
Galatians were allowed to stand, because 
they showed some signs of friction between 
Paul and the other Apostles; but all the 
other nine were ruled out. Acts also must 
go, since it represents Paul as on friendly 
terms with Peter and James, and receiving 
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support from them. The first Epistle of 
Peter is too Pauline in doctrine to be 
genuine. With these go earliest noncanoni- 
cal writings, the epistles of Clement, 
Ignatius and Polycarp. Further, all the 
Gospels are excluded from the Apostolic 
Age. The Synoptics are assigned to the 
first half of the second century, and the 
Fourth Gospel to the second half. Of all 
the New Testament, only the four Pauline 
epistles and the Apocalypse are allowed to 
remain in the first century.” 


Thus we see, according to this the- 
ory, that Mark’s Gospel was not writ- 
ten by the original Mark; Matthew’s 
Gospel was composed long after 
Matthew’s death, probably between 
A.D. 120 and 130; someone wrote 
Luke’s Gospel and the Book of Acts 
during the first two decades of the sec- 
ond century; and John’s Gospel made 
its appearance between A.D. 132- 
140, or perhaps not until the second 
half of that century. Commenting on 
the effect of this violence to the in- 
tegrity of the New Testament, Sir 
Frederic says: 


“*This represents in summary fashion the 
high-water mark of the school of destruc- 
tive criticism which originated with the 
work of Baur. Its effect was to transfer to 
the second century the whole evidence 
with regard to the life of Christ and the 
growth of Christianity in the age of the 
Apostles, with the implication that none of 
it could be held to be beyond suspicion of 
partisan or propagandist manipulation, 
and every scholar was free to accept just 
so much or so little as suited the thesis 
which he adopted, and to ignore the rest 
as unauthentic. The result, apart from 
particular details, was the establishment of 
a wholly anti-traditional atmosphere. On 
every point of dispute there was a presump- 
tion that the tradition was wrong. The 
flimsiest argument against tradition would 
be accepted in preference to substantial 
evidence in favor of it; and no scholar 
would be regarded as intellectually abreast 
of his times if he maintained the general 
reliability of the tradition. .. . 

“The result was that, as the Victorian 
Age progressed, a generation was growing 
up which was being led to believe that the 
authority of the Bible was irreconcilable 
with scientific truth, and therefore could 
no longer be maintained. There followed, 
as a consequence, first, a decline in Bible- 
reading and in churchgoing, and, as the 
inevitable sequel, a loss of standards and a 
shaking of principles, of which we are 
now reaping the harvest.” 


Chapter 2 deals with archaeological 
discoveries as they affect Biblical 
criticism in the twentieth century. Few 
of the discoveries of the nineteenth 
century had any direct bearing on 


Biblical subjects. The Moabite Stone 
and the Siloam inscription, discovered 
in 1868 and 1880 respectively, pro- 
vided examples of early Hebrew writ- 
ing; but it was not until about 1890 
that amazing evidence began coming 
to light in support of the Bible rec- 
ords. 

Evidence began pouring in when 
archaeologists transferred their re- 
search from the region of Upper 
Mesopotamia to the ancient cities of 
Babylon in Lower Mesopotamia. Ex- 
cavations at Nippur (1889-1900), at 
Ashur (1903-14), at Ur (1918-39), at 
Kish (1922-26), “‘with much sporadic 
and unregulated digging by natives, 
especially at Lagash, brought to light 
thousands of inscribed tablets ranging 
back to the third millennium B.c. Most 
of these were business documents, but 
many also were literary or semi-lit- 
erary, and they established beyond 
question the antiquity and general use 
of writing from an age far preceding 
that of Abraham. Writings nearly as 
old have appeared on papyrus rolls 
discovered in Egypt, with presumptive 
evidence carrying back the use of writ- 
ing still further. Still more recently ex- 
cavations have been proceeding in 
various .parts of Syria between the 
Mediterranean and Mesopotamia, and 
also in eastern Asia Minor. . . . These 
discoveries have made it abundantly 
clear that writing, both for business 
and for literary purposes, was fully and 
freely practiced from the middle of the 
second millennium (and in some 
places much earlier); and that when 
the Israelites left Egypt they came from 
a country where writing had been in 
use for several centuries to a. country 
in which it was equally known and 
practiced by the Amorite or Canaanite 
inhabitants and by their neighbors in 
Syria, Mesopotamia and Asia Minor. 
It is therefore no longer legitimate to 
argue that the writers who composed 
the books which we know as the Penta- 
teuch had not at their disposal written 
records contemporary with Moses, and 
possibly even earlier, since writing was 
well known at Ur of the Chaldees 
when Abraham left it.” 

The theory of critics that the writing 
of lengthy details, such as the Mosaic 
Code, was impossible in Moses’ day has 
been completely discredited by the ex- 
cavation of a great column containing 
the laws of Hammurabi, Babylonian 
king from 1792 to 1750 B.c. The col- 
umn contains 282 clauses, “fully as 
elaborate in detail and often similar in 
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their provisions to the legislation in 
Leviticus.” 

While the New Testament field is 
not so wide in point of time and is 
limited mostly to dates and the in- 
tegrity of books, modern discoveries 
tend more and more to refute anti- 
traditional speculations and to re- 
establish “the main lines of tradition 
with fuller knowledge and on a securer 
basis.”” As to the New Testament, “We 
are concerned more with manuscripts 
and textual theories than with archae- 
ology, though it should be observed 
that in many small details, especially 
in respect of the narrative of St. Paul’s 
journeys in Acts, modern discovery has 
again and again established the au- 
thor’s accuracy where critics had been 
inclined to question it.” 

The first really important Biblical 
manuscripts were discovered in 1931. 


“‘This was a group consisting of portions 
(sometimes substantial, sometimes small) 
of eleven codices (i.¢., in leaves like a 
modern book, not rolls) ranging in date 
from the second to the fourth century and 
therefore for the most part older than the 
great vellum codices, the Vaticanus and 
Sinaiticus, which up to then were the old- 
est extant authorities for the text of the 
Greek Bible. The greater part of the find 
was acquired by Mr. A. Chester Beatty, 
and they are therefore generally known as 
the Chester Beatty papyri: but substantial 
portions also went to the universities of 
Michigan and Princeton.” 


We shall not take time to list the 
portions of Scripture contained in these 
valuable manuscripts. Their impor- 
tance for the present discussion lies in 
the fact that they carry back the 
textual tradition of the New Testament 
for a full century. ““The Chester Beatty 
papyri have therefore strengthened 
very materially the basis — already 
very strong — of our confidence in the 
text of the New Testament as it has 
come down to us.” 

In the past fifteen years new and 
striking evidence has been found to 
support the dates and authenticity of 
the Gospels. One instance of such evi- 
dence is a small piece of papyrus re- 
ceived by the John Rylands Library 
from Professor Grenfell in 1920, but 
first identified and published by Mr. 
C. H. Roberts in 1935. 


“It is a tiny fragment, measuring only 
about 3% by 2% inches, bearing on both 
sides of it portions of a few verses of the 
Fourth Gospel, ch. 18: 31-33, 37, 38; 
but its importance lies in the fact that 
papyrological experts agree in assigning 
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the date of its writing to the first half of 
the second century. Small therefore as it is, 
it suffices to prove that a manuscript of this 
Gospel was in circulation, presumably in 
provincial Egypt where it was found, about 
the period a.p. 130-150. Allowing even a 
minimum time for the circulation of the 
work from its place of origin, this would 
throw back the date of composition so near 
to the traditional date in the last decade of 
the first century that there is no longer any 
reason to question the validity of the 
tradition.” 


The following paragraph, with which 
chapter 2 closes, is most significant and 
should be kept in mind as we proceed: 


*‘Whatever may be thought of the argu- 
ment in respect of the authorship, the 
combined evidence of the Rylands and 
New Gospel papyri seems to establish 
beyond reasonable doubt the first-century 
date of the Fourth Gospel, which carries 
with it dates farther back in that century 
for the Synoptic Gospels. This, if recog- 
nized, must become a cardinal point in the 
external history of the earliest Christian 
documents and the Apostolic Age, the im- 
portance of which will become still clearer 
in the following section.” 


We come now to chapter 3, in which 
the author examines the statements 
and arguments in the Bishop’s book, 
The Rise of Christianity. And here we 
shall quote at still greater length in 
order to present the character of Dr. 
Barnes’ views and the force of Sir 
Frederic Kenyon’s evidence against 
them. Regarding the Bishop’s book, 
Sir Frederic writes: 

*“The book appears to me to show a very 
imperfect knowledge or appreciation of 
recent discoveries, and a_ thoroughly 
unscholarly attitude to evidence. So far 
from being the expression of unbiased 
examination, it is at least as one-sided and 
unscientific in its balance in one direction 
as the most hardened ‘fundamentalist’ is 
in the other. 

“It seems to me to be vitiated from 
beginning to end by an unreasoning and 
unreasonable prejudice against the tradi- 
tional view of the Bible, and a wholly 
unscholarly readiness to accept the flimsi- 
est argument against the traditional view, 
and to ignore the weight of evidence on the 
other side. The Bishop was, I believe, a 
distinguished mathematician, but I can 
see no sign of the application of a rigorous 
mathematical method in his treatment of 
evidence; and the result is that he asserts 
his belief in Christianity after discrediting 
and cavilling at nearly all the evidence on 
which Christianity is based. 

“The first sixty pages of the book are 
occupied by a sketchy summary of the 
history of the ancient world, from palaeo- 
lithic man to the Christian era. It is largely 





irrelevant to the main subject of the book, 
but it gives some foretaste of what is to 
come by ignoring most of the evidence that 
has come to light during the last two 
generations. Thus no mention is made of 
the discovery of the antiquity of writing, 
so important as this is from its bearing on 
the authority of the Pentateuch and of 
the narrative of the period of the Judges. 
No reference is made to the epoch-making 
discoveries of Ras Shamra, which disclose 
the literature of the Canaanites at the 
time of the Hebrew invasion and provide 
the background for the long struggle be- 
tween the worships of Jehovah and Baal 
which colored the whole history of the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Nothing is 
said of the laws of the Hurri (Horites), and 
their parallelism with the laws of the 
Pentateuch and consequent confirmation 
of the antiquity of the latter. It is the same 
with matters of smaller detail. The date of 
Hammurabi is put at about 2100 B.c. (as 
in the first edition of the Cambridge An- 
cient History, 1923), without indication 
that it has now been brought down to the 
first half of the eighteenth century or (by 
some) even later. . . . 

“Dr. Barnes begins his study of the 
Christian literature by roundly ruling out 
all miracles. He thus dismisses such cardi- 
nal beliefs of the Christian faith as the 
Virgin Birth, the Resurrection, and the 
Ascension, which must surely make very 
painful the recitation of the Apostles’ and 
the Nicene Creeds. It also reduces much 
of the Gospel narrative to the level of 
legend. The birth stories ‘in the opinion of 
analytical scholars who accept modern 
scientific postulates, are not history, they 
are edifying legend.’ The birth at Bethle- 
hem ‘cannot be regarded as historical.’ 
Nazareth is accepted as the place of birth, 
but hesitatingly, since some scholars think 
that the epithet ‘Nazarene’ has nothing 
to do with the place Nazareth. Similarly 
the Crucifixion narratives are discredited. 
Some facts were no doubt easily remem- 
bered; ‘but it is doubtful how far a number 
of other circumstances of his death can 
with confidence be accepted as historical.’ 
They seem to have been written up from 
passages in the Psalms... . 

**Distressing as it is to abandon belief in 
the Resurrection as a physical fact, ‘we 
cannot, out of deference to religious senti- 
ment, reject the principle of the uni- 
formity of nature which is fundamental 
in the outlook created by modern science.’ 
Dr. Barnes is emphatic that ‘the resurrec- 
tion is one of the great essential truths of 
Christianity’; but he is equally emphatic 
that ‘this tenet of the Christian faith is quite 
independent of the question as to whether 
the body of Jesus was re-animated after his 
death. The disciples, it is admitted, were 
convinced that he was living and active 
among them; but Dr. Barnes gives no 
explanation how they came to have this 
feeling so strongly, in so short a time after 
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the tragedy of his death. Verbal differences 
in the narrative of the burial are treated 
as if they discredited the whole story; but 
would not verbal identity have been far 
more suspicious? As to the post-resurrec- 
tion stories, they are ‘in the domain of 
religious romance, not of religious history.’ 
The moving story of the walk to Emmaus 
‘is told with Luke’s consummate skill, 
though we are left with the belief that it is 
not history, and that Luke himself did not 
give it as more than allegory.” How many 
unprejudiced readers of the narrative feel 
that? Finally, the Ascension story is 
‘naively pre-Copernican.’ What else could 
it be? The complete form of it is contained 
‘in the editorial insertion in Acts (1: 3—-11),’ 
apparently after a.p. 150; and no weight 
is to be attached to the traditional ‘forty 
days,’ since forty was just a conventional 
number, meaning a considerable period, 
but with no precise significance. . . . 
‘This free handling of the Gospel nar- 
ratives is necessarily dependent in part 
on the dates which Dr. Barnes assigns to 
the several books. His chronological 
scheme seems to depend largely on the 
date which he assigns to the Third Gospel. 
This, he argues, cannot have been written 
till after A.D. 94, because the writer names 
Lysanias as tetrarch of Abilene at the time 
when John the Baptist began his ministry 
(Luke 3:1). Now Josephus mentions a 
Lysanias who was killed by Antony about 
36 B.c., and later, when writing of events in 
the twelfth year of Claudius (A.D. 52), he 
refers to Abila as having been the tetrarchy 
of Lysanias; hence Dr. Barnes argues 
that the author of the Third Gospel (not 
Luke, who must have died many years 
before), having read Josephus hastily, 
assumed that Lysanias was tetrarch in the 
fifteenth year of Tiberius (A.D. 28-29). 
Consequently, since Josephus’s Antiquities 
was published about a.p. 94, the Gospel 
must have been written after this date, 
about A.D. 100, ‘by a well-educated man, 
otherwise unknown,’ using his material 
‘with undue freedom . . . and occasion- 
ally careless in quoting from the informa- 
tion to which he had access.’ Matthew was 
produced about the same date, though with 
later editorial changes. Mark was earlier, 
possibly about A.D. 75, but it might have 
been ten years later: it is not a historic 
biography, but a collection of anecdotes 
from many sources, re-edited more than 
once in the second century. It is difficult to 
imagine an important conclusion being 
based on so slight a foundation. It all 
rests on the assumption that Luke, in his 
exceptionally elaborate and detailed de- 
scription of the date, was dependent on an 
inaccurate recollection of a ‘hastily read’ 
(the adverb is several times repeated) 
passage of Josephus. Because Josephus is 
the only source of our knowledge of the 
name Lysanias (except a mutilated in- 
scription which shows that other persons 
of the name existed, but tells nothing about 
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them), how is it justifiable to assume that 
no other source was open to Luke, and 
what weight ought this fantastic argument 
to carry against the natural interpretation 
of Luke’s own preface, which implies that 
his narrative rests on a careful examina- 
tion of the evidence of those who were 
eyewitnesses from the beginning? 

**The weakness of Dr. Barnes’s argument 
for the late dates of the Synoptic Gospels 
is thus evident; and it breaks down alto- 
gether if the proof of the first-century date 
of the Fourth Gospel, set out in the pre- 
vious section, is accepted; since it is 
universally agreed that the Synoptic Gos- 
pels must be earlier than the Fourth. 

“The whole of the Bishop’s treatment of 
the Gospels is full of similarly weak argu- 
ments and dogmatic assertions for which 
the foundations are wholly inadequate. 
. . . We are told that John apparently 
did not believe that Jesus was a descendant 
of David, because Jesus made no reply to 
the taunt, ‘What, doth the Christ come 
out of Galilee?’ (John 7:41); but how 
could he, since the words are not said to 
have been uttered in his presence? Then 
a census of Palestine, in the time of Herod, 
as described by Luke, is said to be in- 
credible; yet since 1893 there has been 
ample evidence of a system of fourteen- 
year censuses in the Roman Empire, and it is 
pure assumption that Judea was excepted. 
There is also evidence (known since 1907) 
that persons were required to return to 
their original homes for the purpose of the 
census (how Dr. Barnes knows that Joseph’s 
ancestors had left Bethlehem a thousand 
years before is not made clear)... . 

“Some of the Bishop’s statements are 
almost incredibly erratic. Thus with regard 
to the Virgin Birth he says that the author 
of the Fourth Gospel ‘pointedly ignores it, 
and twice over refers to Jesus as the son of 
Joseph’; but as he does not refer to the 
birth at all, the ignoring is not very pointed, 
and the references to Jesus as the son of 
Joseph are not by John at all, but in one 
case by Philip and in the other by the Jews 
(John 1: 45; 7: 42), none of whom could 
have spoken of him otherwise. Still more 
surprising is the assertion that ‘in the earli- 
est tradition preserved by Mark, Mary 
seems throughout unconscious of her 
son’s divine origin and destiny’: the fact 
being that Mary is not mentioned in that 
Gospel at all, except in the statement that 
‘his brethren and his mother, standing 
without, sent unto him.’ 

“For the Gospel records he has very 
little respect, and the criteria are equally 
subjective. He would even suggest un- 
certainty as to the trustworthiness of the 
text as it has been handed down. ‘It must 
never be forgotten that . . . none of our 
existing manuscripts of the New Testament 
goes back beyond the fourth century of 
our era.’ In view of the discovery of the 
Chester Beatty papyri, this is simply 
untrue. ... 


*“The other books are treated in the 
same cavalier fashion, with assertions of 
late dates, re-editings, insertion and general 
corruption to suit his subjective views. He 
says that the first dozen chapters of Acts 
consist of history mixed with improbable 
legends. The resurrection story in the first 
chapter is an editorial insertion probably 
made towards the middle of the second 
century. The early speeches, though 
probably embodying early traditions, are 
doubtless free compositions of the author. 
One would be glad to know what are the 
early traditions thus embodied if they 
are not the repeated affirmations of the 
Resurrection, the Divine Sonship, and 
‘the miracles, wonders and signs’ wrought 
by him... . The narrative of Paul’s 
early life is unreliable. . . . The narrative 
of his speech in Jerusalem is almost cer- 
tainly fictitious. Between Paul and Peter, 
it is roundly affirmed that there was no 
reconciliation; and there was obviously 
fierce rivalry between Paul and Apollos, 
though the narrative in Acts says nothing 
of the sort. Of the Epistles, parts (but only 
parts) of Romans are genuine; I Corin- 
thians is an amalgam of leaflets and por- 
tions of letters; . . . the passage on the 
Resurrection is one of the many tracts of 
fly-sheets written one or two generations 
after him. ...In II Corinthians two 
letters have been joined together in the 
wrong order; . . . Ephesians is a mosaic 
of fragments of Paul, but not Pauline in 
style; . . . Philippians seems to be a 
composition of fragments of two letters, 
joined together in reverse order. . . . The 
Pastoral Epistles are placed after A.D. 144. 
. . « The epistles ascribed to Peter are 
not genuine. ... Jude is dated about 
A.D. 130... . Revelation, in its final 
form, was probably written at the end of 
the first century, by a John who was not 
the apostle, and not the author of the 
Fourth Gospel. . . . 

“It does not seem necessary to follow 
the Bishop further, as he strains out 
meticulously every traditional gnat, while 
swallowing without a qualm any number 
of anti-traditional camels. It is sufficient to 
warn the reader that he has in the Bishop’s 
book, not the results of the latest scholar- 
ship, but only a belated revival of a long- 
discredited school of criticism, which in 
no way invalidates the conclusions of more 
recent scholarship, as I have tried to set 
them out in the preceding section of this 
book... . 

“The gravamen of the charge against 
him is that he has cut away all the grounds 
on which the traditional faith of Christians 
is based, and that his arguments for doing 
so are thoroughly unsound in respect of 
scholarship. .. . 

‘Dr. Barnes should surely be glad to feel 
that the grounds for his skepticism have 
been cut away by recent discoveries, and 
that the interval between the life of Jesus 

(Continued to page 176) 
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It Is Harvest Time 


parables, Jesus Christ likens Him- 

self to a husbandman who sows 
good seed in his field. Later the enemy 
sows in the same field the seeds of 
tares that grow up among the wheat. 
The good seed, Jesus said, are the 
children of the Kingdom, while the 
tares from the evil seed are the chil- 
dren of the wicked one. At harvest 
time the ripened wheat is to be 
gathered into the barn, but the tares 
are to be bundled for burning. In 
explanation of this parable, Jesus said: 


*‘The sower who sows the good seed is 
the Son of Man. The field is the world. 
The good seed is the people of the kingdom. 
The weeds [tares] are the wicked. The 
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The 
harvest is the close of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. So just as the weeds are 
gathered up and burned, this is what will 
happen at the close of the age; the Son of 
Man will send out his angels, and they 
will gather up out of his kingdom all the 
causes of sin and the wrongdoers and 
throw them into the blazing furnace; there 
they will wail and grind their teeth. Then 
the upright will shine out like the sun, in 
their Father’s kingdom. Let him who has 
ears listen!” (Matt. 13: 38-43, Goodspeed 
Trans.) 


Seedtime and Harvest 


The sowing of the good seed began 
with the ministry of our Lord and 
continued during the years of the 
activity of the Apostolic Church. 
Afterward, while men slept; that is, 
became indifferent, having fallen away 
from the early zeal and understanding 
of the church fathers, false doctrines 
and evil practices began to flourish in 
the midst of the church as the tares 
made their appearance among the 
wheat. Now, as we near the climax at 
the end of the age when the harvest is 
becoming ripe, the reapers will soon 
begin to gather the wheat into His 
barns and bundle the tares for the 
burning. The entire period from our 
Lord’s ministry to the end of the 
age is the season of seedtime and 
harvest and it is defined by definite 
chronological boundaries. A study of 
the chronology involved yields some 
interesting and startling results. 


T ONE OF His most strikingly graphic 
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However, before taking up this 
study, it is essential to correctly iden- 
tify the year in which one of the most 
important events in human history 
occurred. Until that year is identified, 
it is impossible to recognize the beauty 
and harmony of the chronological 
time periods which define the full 
season beginning with the planting of 
the seed and ending with the ingather- 
ing of the harvest at the end of the age. 


Discord and Confusion 


It has been unfortunate that students 
of both history and the Bible have been 
unable to harmonize their differences 
concerning the actual year of the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Even the students of the Great Pyra- 
mid are not in agreement on this 
subject. Practically all, however, do 
recognize 4 B.c. to be the year of His 
birth. But when it comes to the year 
of the crucifixion, nothing but discord 
and confusion exists among the schol- 
ars. The year selected for this happen- 
ing ranges anywhere from 28 A.D. to 
35 A.D. Thus, an important, if not the 
most important, year in human history 
is surrounded by so much uncertainty 
that its true identification has been 
hidden from view. 

You may ask, What difference does 
it make anyway as to the exact date, 
so long as we accept the fact that Jesus 
died on the cross, was buried in the 
grave and rose again on the third day? 
It does not make any difference from 
the standpoint of what He accom- 
plished, but the lack of this informa- 
tion as to the exact year of the cruci- 
fixion and resurrection makes a great 
deal of difference to the student of 
chronology who desires to identify the 
beginning and ending of the season of 
seedtime and harvest and the time 
measures involved. Once we correctly 
locate the actual year of the cruci- 
fixion, it will furnish a chronological 
starting point for time measures which 
have a definite bearing upon the years 
of our generation. 


Important Year 


While the year of our Lord’s birth 
was not without significance because 


it heralded the advent of the Son of 
God upon earth as a little babe, yet 
the year He arose from the grave 
marked an event fraught with meaning 
for every individual since it verified 
the certainty of the resurrection to 
come. The open tomb of our risen 
Lord proclaimed the fact that death 
is not the end, but that there is resur- 
rection and life through Him who is 
the Resurrection and the Life. 

The history of the lives of all the 
apostles of our Lord shows the disciples 
to have been very discouraged men 
following the crucifixion and prior to 
the resurrection. After the conclusive 
evidence of the resurrection itself, 
coupled with Jesus’ appearance among 
them as their risen Lord, the disciples 
became changed men, making the 
forty and fifty days following the 
resurrection the most important period 
in their lives and in the history of the 
human race. During those days Jesus 
Christ demonstrated fully that, though 
He had been dead, He was now alive 
forevermore and had the keys of hell 
and death. The spirit of fear passed 
away and the disciples became men of 
hope and courage. They were witnesses 
to the Lord’s ascension and were pres- 
ent at the birth of the Church ten days 
later. For clarity and emphasis we 
tabulate the world-changing happen- 
ings in that one year: 


1) The crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

2) His resurrection from the dead. 

3) The disciples’ forty days with 
the risen Lord. 

4) His ascension. 

5) Birth of the Church at Pentecost. 


We can scarcely overstress the 
chronological importance of the year 
in which all this took place. It is a year 
outstanding in the annals of the human 
race and, for lack of correct identifica- 
tion, its chronological significances 
are lost to students of prophecy. 

Is it possible to identify that year 
beyond question of doubt? We believe 
that it is since it is naturally associated 
with the length of our Lord’s earthly 
life and the duration of His ministry. 
As we approach the study of this 
question, it is essential that we put 
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aside all previously conceived ideas 
and, maintaining an open mind, let 
the facts speak for themselves. While 
students of the Bible have assigned 
from one year to as many as five years 
to the length of our Lord’s ministry, 
the usual time is considered to be 
about two or three years. But what are 
the facts? 

There is a strong possibility that the 
Lord has purposely allowed this 
confusion to exist, which has pre- 
vented the accurate establishment of 
the year that saw so many important 
events, in order to conceal the chrono- 
logical significance of that year until 
the end time when the revelation of 
the exact year would give to the wise 
the additional information they were 
to acquire. We are now living in the 
time when the hidden secrets of cen- 
turies are being made known to the 
wise and an important factor which 
contributes to a clearer understanding 
of the chronological import of the days 
in which we are living is the identifi- 
cation of the crucifixion year. 


Beginning Ministry 
When Jesus was baptized by John 
the Baptist and the Holy Spirit 
descended in bodily shape like a dove 
upon Him, while the Voice from 


heaven proclaimed Him to be the 
““Beloved Son,” Luke informs us: 


“And Jesus himself began to be about 
thirty years of age.” (Luke 3: 23.) 


Consulting the Chronological Chart 
of Events in Study in Daniel,* page 428, 
we find that Jesus began to be about 
thirty years old in 28 a.p. This, then, 
was the year of the commencement of 
His ministry. It is necessary next to 
identify the length of His ministry, at 
the end of which period He was cruci- 
fied. Unless the time assigned to our 
Lord’s ministry conforms with all the 
requirements of the Scriptures them- 
selves, it will not define the correct 
duration of that ministry. 

It is a recognized fact that the forty 
days of temptation in the wilderness 
came at the beginning of our Lord’s 
ministry. Following that temptation 
Jesus returned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee. He came to 
Nazareth and went into the Synagogue 
on the Sabbath day. Standing up be- 
fore them, He opened the Scriptures 
and read: 


* $5.00 postpaid. Destiny Publishers, Ha- 
verhill, Mass. 
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” (Luke 4: 18-19.) 


The Favored Year 


Jesus Christ literally fulfilled every 
fact presented in this reading of the 
Scriptures, He Himself declaring this 
to be so (Luke 4: 21). The Spirit of 
the Lord had descended upon Him 
at the time of His baptism and He had 
been anointed to preach the gospel 
to the poor. Not only did He preach to 
the poor during His ministry, but 
throughout the Christian dispensation 
the poor have been comforted by His 
words. The brokenhearted have been 
healed and peace of spirit and mind 
have come to those who have been 
thus afflicted because He has taken 
upon Himself their burdens. He 
healed the blind and brought liberty 
to all who, having been bruised by 
sin, turned to Him for help. All this 
has been literally fulfilled, so what 
shall we say of the final statement, 
**To preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” 

Ferrar Fenton renders this last 
clause as follows: 


**To proclaim the year honoured by the 
Lord.” 


Goodspeed translates it: 


“To proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor!” 


By what right do men say this final 
clause in this marvelous prophecy as 
read by Jesus cannot have as literal a 
fulfillment as to the year as the rest of 
the statements which were fulfilled 
literally in every detail? If Jesus was 
anointed to preach the Gospel to the 
poor, and did so preach it; if He was 
to heal the broken-hearted, and men 
came to Him and were comforted; 
if He was to help the blind, and they 
did receive their sight; if He did de- 
liver men from bondage to sin; then 
He also kept the requirement of “‘the 
acceptable year” and completed His 
ministry in a year favored by Him, 
during which He was to publicly 
declare the Gospel — a year honored 
by His presence as the Saviour and 
teacher among men. To contradict 
these plain statements is to undertake 
to rewrite the record and discount the 
very prophecy Jesus said He would 


fulfill in the comment He made after 
He had read the passage from the 
Scriptures. 


Testimony of Church Fathers 


As stated in “The Acceptable Year 
of Our Lord,” Destiny for April 1946: 


“With scarcely an exception the early 
fathers recognized our Lord’s ministry 
as the acceptable year of the Lord and 
confined to a period of a little over one 


year.” 


The early Christians accepted the 
one-year ministry of our Lord as a fact 
and would not deem it necessary to 
present evidence confirming it. All we 
would expect to have today would be 
their affirmation of this truth. The 
fact that they do so affirm it should be 
sufficient evidence to settle the issue. 

However, for our present instruc- 
tion we have the reference to Jesus 
Christ as our Passover (I Cor. 5: 7), 
so in type the Passover lamb is repre- 
sented by Him. But that lamb had to 
be selected on the roth day of the 
Passover month and must be without 
blemish and a lamb of the first year 
(Ex. 12: 3-6). As stated further in the 
above-mentioned article: 


“The -antitype must fulfill the type in 
every respect. When Jesus Christ rode into 
Jerusalem and presented Himself to the 
Temple on Palm Sunday (the roth of 
Nisan), the Priests selected Him for death. 
This selection had to be made at the end 
of one year of ministry in order that the 
type might be fulfilled —a lamb of the 
first year. Four days later, on the 14th day 
of the month Nisan, He died on the 
cross.” * 


Lamb of First Year 


The reader is referred to the above 
article for further facts which establish 
the length of our Lord’s ministry as 
the “‘acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Until the one-year ministry is accepted 
as a proven truth, the chronological 
factors based upon the year of cruci- 
fixion, resurrection and ascension of 
our Lord and the birth of the Church 
are completely overlooked and their 
significance unrecognized. As the lamb 
of the first year, having begun His 
ministry at 30 years of age, He com- 
pleted that ministry when He was 31 
years old, making the year of His 
passion 29 A.D. Thus, at the Passover 
season in the spring of 29 A.D. we find 

*See “The Chronometer of History,” 
Documentary Studies, Volume II, page 71. 
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Jesus at Jerusalem presenting Himself 
to the Temple to be selected as the 
lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. Knowing, then, the length of 
our Lord’s ministry, let us ascertain 
the time devoted by Him to the work 
of His Father. 


Jesus in the Temple 


When Jesus was twelve years old He 
went up to Jerusalem with His parents. 
After the feast was over His parents 
started on the return trip and had 
gone a day’s journey from Jerusalem 
before they discovered that Jesus was 
not with them. Returning to Jerusalem 
they found him in the Temple sitting 
among the learned doctors, both hear- 
ing them and asking them questions: 


**And all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers.” (Luke 
2: 47.) 

Mary, His mother, chided Him for 
having caused them anxiety, but 
Jesus said to her: 

“How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye 
not that I must be about my Father’s 
business? And they understood not the 
saying which he spake unto them.” (Luke 
2: 49-50.) 

After this Jesus returned to Naza- 
reth, where He increased in wisdom 
and stature and in favor with God 
and man. 


His Father’s Business 


This was an important incident in 
the life of Jesus. The event took place 
in the year 10 A.D., when Jesus said 
He must be about His Father’s busi- 
ness. This was just nineteen years 
before He completed the earthly phase 
of that business when, in 29 A.D., He 
died upon the cross, at which time He 
said: 


“It is finished: and he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghost.” (John 19: 30.) 


Metonic Cycle 


This period of nineteen years in 
Jesus’ life is exactly one Metonic 
Cycle —a time measure of marked 
significance in the study of Biblical 
chronology. 


“The Metonic Cycle, also called the 
Lunar Cycle, is an extremely important 
time measure when applied to prophecy. 
It is a period of 19 years, after the lapse of 
which the new and full moon returns to the 
same day of the year. It was the basis of 
the Greek calendar and survives in the 
golden numbers used in determining 
Easter. The Metonic Cycle correlates 
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lunar time with solar time by bringing the 
moon’s phases into step with solar years, 
thus emphasizing the importance of both 
lunar and solar measures.” (““The Fishon 
the Coals,” Destiny for January 1950, 
page 9.) 

As a simple illustration, if you were 
looking out of your window and saw 
the full moon in the heavens directly 
above the point of a church steeple at 
11 o'clock at night, it would be 
exactly 19 years before you would 
again see the full moon in the identical 
position at the same time of night. 

The Metonic Cycle is also a time 
factor that enters into the measure- 
ments of the greater season of seedtime 
and harvest, commencing with the 
ministry of our Lord — the time of 
sowing the seed —and closing with 
the judgment period — the harvest 
time — at the end of the age. This is 
fully illustrated in the full-page chart 
entitled ““The Season of Seedtime and 
Harvest” which accompanies this 
article. 


29 A.D. to 1929 A.D. 


The importance of the number 10 is 
pointed out in Documentary Studies, 
Volume I, where this number is 
shown to signify the perfection of the 
Divine order. Now 10 x 10, or 100, 
represents the fullness of that perfec- 
tion. Taking the date of 29 a.p., when 
our Lord was crucified, and measuring 
10 x 10, or 100 times the Lunar 
(Metonic) Cycle from that date —a 
period of 1900 years — we arrive at 
the year 1929 A.D. This was the year 
the Babylonian system of economics 
began to come to judgment as a result 
of the Wall Street crash. 

The passing of the present economic 
world order is closely associated with 
the destruction of the forces hindering 
the establishment of the perfect rule 
of the Kingdom of God upon earth. 
When it is recognized that 1929 A.D. 
not only saw the commencement of 
the judgment period upon the world 
economy, but that it was also the 
beginning of a 21-year period of three 
cycles of 7 years each, at the end of 
which the present world economy is to 
reach the crisis time in judgment, 
1929 A.D. becomes a year of special 
import. 

A more specific analysis was given 
in “The Economic Outlook,” Destiny 
for September 1945 (also referred to in 
Study in Daniel, page 100) where it was 
shown that 1929 A.D. began a series 
of progressive judgments in three 


successive stages of 2520 days (7 years) 
each, thus fulfilling the pronounced 
overthrow of Babylon the Great as 
set forth in the 18th chapter of 
Revelation. Since 1929 A.D. We have 
been witnessing increased tribulation 
along the entire economic front. 


1929 A.D. to 1948 A.D. 


Closely associated with a major 
crisis that will destroy the present 
world economy is the predicted sum- 
mons to the Marriage Supper given 
in the rgth chapter of Revelation. But 
before that summons comes, the 
Spirit of Life from God will have 
revived the witnesses who are described 
in the 11th chapter of Revelation as 
having been slain. Because the resur- 
rection of these witnesses precedes the 
collapse of the economic system itself, 
we would expect to find the Spirit of 
Life from God stirring the witnesses to 
life prior to the collapse of the present 
world economy. 

One Metonic Cycle after 1929 A.D. 
gives the important year of 1948 A.D., 
which is two years prior to the year 
which will bring a crisis in judgment 
upon the system of Mammon, or the 
Babylonian economy. Study in Daniel 
makes many references to 1948 A.D. 
as a most important year and all the 
evidence clearly indicates that the 
Spirit of Life from God began that 
year to restore the witnesses to life 
again. Its events brought understand- 
ing to the wise of the full meaning of 
Daniel’s vision and in accord with the 
pronouncement made by the Angel to 
Daniel: 

*“None of the wicked shall understand; 
but the wise shall understand.” (Dan. 12: 
10.) 

The article titled “The Spirit of 
Life from God,” Destiny for March 
1949, showed that the resurrection 
of the witnesses—the Spirit-filled 
men and women who are the wise of 
Daniel’s prophecy — would be a proc- 
ess and their resurrection would in- 
volve a period of time. The chronologi- 
cal importance of 1948 A.D. cannot be 
too strongly stressed, for every factor 
bearing upon the subject of prophecy 
as it applies to the events of that year 
makes that twelve months period an 
important milestone in bringing un- 
derstanding to the wise. The world 
at large, however, was wholly unaware 
of the true significance of the Divine 
revelation that caused the wise to 
follow the angel’s advice and make 
spiritual preparation for coming events. 
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Christians Heed Warning 


The counterpart of such preparation 
is given in early Christian history 
when, prior to the siege of Jerusalem 
by Titus, the converts to Christianity 
heeded the warning: 


“OQ ye children of Benjamin, gather 
yourselves to flee out of the midst of 
Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, 
and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: 
for evil appeareth out of the north, and 
great destruction.” (Jer. 6: 1.) 


As stated in Study in Jeremiah: 


“The full significance of this warning 
becomes apparent when it is realized that 
Jeremiah turned from the immediate task 
of condemning the rulers and people of 
Judea to give Benjamin the sign which, if 
obeyed, would preserve them to carry 
out their task as ‘light bearers.’ Jesus Christ 
admonished His disciples to flee when 
they should see armies encompass the city 
of Jerusalem (Luke 21: 20-22). He did not 
refer to Jeremiah’s admonition; instead, he 
was calling His disciples’ attention to 
Daniel’s prophecy (Matt. 24: 15). If he had 
cited Jeremiah, the identification of 
Benjamin and their mission as ‘light bear- 
ers’ would have been made known, involv- 
ing all that this would imply concerning 
the identification of Israel, long before God 
intended it should be recognized by either 
the House of Israel or the Christian world.” 
(Study in Feremiah,* page 42.) 


Following the Jewish defeat of the 
Roman armies under Cestius in 65 
A.D., Josephus the Historian informs 
us: 

** After this calamity had befallen Cestius, 
many of the most eminent of the Jews 
[actually Benjamites] swam away from the 
city [Jerusalem] as from a ship when it was 
going to sink.” 

This strange act in the face of the 
Jewish victory over the Romans can- 
not be accounted for except that the 
sign had been given in accordance with 
the warning of Jeremiah and of our 
Lord, directing Benjamin, now Chris- 
tians, who recognized the fulfillment 
of the sign, to flee to a place of safety. 


Ancient and Modern Jewry 


The present Jewish activity in 
Palestine, following the close of World 
War II, is strikingly reminiscent of 
their activities following the defeat of 
Cestius: 


‘Everywhere weapons were being forged 
and implements of war manufactured, in 
preparation for any fresh assault. The 
walls of Jerusalem were strengthened to a 
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degree that promised to set the enemy for 
a long time at defiance. The young men 
underwent daily military exercise, and 
their enthusiasm made up for their want of 
experience. In all parts of Judea the war- 
like patriots and foes of Rome formed 
provisional committees to prepare for the 
great struggle which they felt must be 
approaching, and their glowing ardor was 
shared even by the Judaeans who lived in 
foreign lands.” (History of the Jews by 
Graetz, page 268.) 


In modern times the Jews; that is, 
those represented in the Zionist move- 
ment, came into possession of Palestine 
by violence and set up the Zionist 
State on May 15, 1948,* following 
the evacuation of the land by the 
British. Ninety-nine times the Metonic 
Cycle, z.e., 1881 years prior to this, in 
the spring of 68 a.p., the Roman 
troops under Vespasian opened a new 
campaign against Peraea and many 
distant parts of Judea, where thou- 
sands were slain in hard and obstinate 
fighting. But Vespasian refrained from 
attacking Jerusalem and the city was 
left undisturbed for another two years. 

This two-year period corresponds 
with the years from the spring of 1948 
to the spring and summer of 1950 A.D. 
and adds further evidence to the im- 
portance of 1948 A.D. in its bearing 
upon World War III. 


Related Events 


Two years have now passed since 
the eventful year of 1948 a.p. The 
tempo of activities has increased since 
that date and the day is now at hand 
when the witnesses will soon stand 
upon their feet. Soon also develop- 
ments in the Middle East are destined 
to disclose additional information 
to the wise, conveying increased 
comprehension of the meaning of 
present-day fulfillments of ancient 
forecasts. With this increase in under- 
standing, the time is near when those 
who have been skeptically watching 
the witnesses coming to life will be 
seized with terror as major occurrences 
demonstrate to the unbelieving world 
the accuracy of prophecy. This stirring 
among the witnesses came just 99 
Metonic Cycles after the early Chris- 
tians took warning and fled to a place 
of safety. The year 1948 A.D. is also 
one Metonic Cycle after the beginning 
of judgment upon the present Baby- 
lonian economy and two years before 
its scheduled overthrow. What is the 

*See Palestine: Center of World Intrigue, 
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terror that will seize those who, be- 
cause of their skepticism, are spiritually 
unprepared for coming eventualities? 
It is not without significance that 
those who suffer in the economic 
debacle, and who behold the witnesses 
standing on their feet, are referred to 
in both instances as being filled with 
terror. It clearly indicates a close 
relationship between the two events 
that cause this consternation. 


Asking for a Sign 


When the Pharisees and the Sad- 
ducees tempted Jesus, asking Him to 
show them a sign from heaven, He 
said that the only sign that would be 
given to them would be the sign of the 
Prophet Jonah. As Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly of 
the fish, so Jesus Christ was three days 
and three nights in the grave. After 
Jonah was delivered from the belly of 
the fish he went to Nineveh and pro- 
claimed that at the end of forty days 
the city would be destroyed. Nineveh 
repented as a result of Jonah’s preach- 
ing, but our Lord’s generation did not 
repent. Forty years after His cruci- 
fixion the Romans began in earnest 
the campaign that ended in taking 
Jerusalem and burning the Temple 
with fire. 


Years of Probation 


In 69 A.D., forty years after 29 A.D., 
the Roman armies laid waste the out- 
lying towns surrounding Jerusalem, 
thus destroying the resources of the 
countryside and compelling the in- 
habitants of Judea to flee into the city 
and behind its walls for protection. 
The next year, 70 A.D., Jerusalem was 
besieged when Titus moved with all 
his forces against it. The forty years 
of probation had expired and the city 
was doomed. The result of the rejec- 
tion of Jesus Christ by the Jews made 
this branch of Israel wanderers from 
the fold and they became spiritually 
lost. But there is hope for those Jews 
who are not numbered among the 
renegades when they repent, turn to 
Jesus Christ as the One whom they 
rejected and accept the fact of His 
Messiahship. Perhaps Jesus had them 
in mind when He said: 


“The Son of man is come to save that 
which was lost. How think ye? If a man 
have an hundred sheep, and one of them 
be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety 
and nine, and goeth unto the mountains, 
and seeketh that which is gone astray? And 
if so be that he find it, verily I say unto 
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you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than 
of the ninety and nine which went not 
astray. Even so it is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish.” (Matt. 18: 11- 


14.) 
Seeking the Lo&# 


It is not the will of the Father that 
those who are truly of Judah shall lose 
their inheritance in Israel. The day is 
coming when they who pierced Him 
will mourn, and though at present 
their house is left unto them desolate, 
yet Jesus said to the Jews who had 
rejected Him: 

“Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye 


shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” (Matt. 23: 39.) 


Have we any chronological evidence 
to indicate the time when He will 
begin to seek to bring the lost back to 
the Israel fold again? Ninety and nine 
Metonic Cycles, commencing at the 
close of 40 years after the year of the 
crucifixion, or 99 x 19 years (1881 
years) after 69 A.D., gives us the year 
1950 A.D. Will the events of this year 
see pressure exerted upon many in 
Judah who are under the curse for 
having rejected their Messiah, which 
will compel them to recognize Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah and King? Time 
will have to provide the answer here. 


Period of Martyrs 


The first Christian martyr was slain 
in 30 A.D., one year after the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus Christ, when Stephen 
was stoned to death. The year 30 A.D. 
therefore began the period of the 
martyrs who have suffered and died 
throughout the centuries for the name 
of {Jesus Christ and for the sake of His 
word and testimony. 

It is also extremely important to 
point out that, accompanying Ste- 
phen’s violent death, a great persecu- 
tion of the Church broke out on that 
day and its members were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria, al- 
though the Apostles remained in 
Jerusalem. Thus, 30 A.p. began the 
scattering of the Church abroad and is 
a vitally significant date in the history 
of the Christian Church. 

Forty years after Stephen’s death, 
in 70 A.D., those responsible for mur- 
dering this martyr perished in the 
siege and taking of Jerusalem. 


Dishlacement Faétor 


Mr. David Davidson has pointed out 
the importance of 1950 A.D. in relation 
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to the Displacement Cycle of 286.1 
days. The Displacement Factor of the 
Great Pyramid signifies displacement 
from God’s plan of perfection. In the 
building allegory of the Great Pyramid 
—- the allegory of the builder’s error 
— this is illustrated by the base circuit 
being built 286.1022 Pyramid inches 
short of the designed circuit. In the 
Great Pyramid’s prophecy the out- 
standing theme is that of displacement 
— self-willed displacement from God. 

Mr. Davidson shows that the Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem was destroyed by fire 
in 70 A.D. and 286.1 days x 2400, a 
period of 1880 years later, is 1950 A.D. 
This would seem to confirm the fact 
that the displacement of the Jews for 
their rejection of Jesus Christ is near- 
ing its end and that 1950 A.D. is an im- 
portant signpost in the over-all pro- 
gram that will ultimately bring the 
repentent Jews back into the fold 
again. Have we arrived at the time 
when the prayer Israel has made for so 
many years is about to be answered? 
That prayer is as follows: 


“Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from 
them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and 
contempt of thy Word; and so fetch them 
home, blessed Lord, to thy flock, that 
they may be saved among the remnant of 
the true Israelites, and be made one fold 
under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” (The Church of England’s Book of 
Common Prayer.) 


Consummation Defined 


This Cycle of Displacement also 
defines the beginning and ending of the 
Consummation of the Age as it is 
given in the length of the upper passage 
system in the Great Pyramid. It is 
only during these years that Great 
Pyramid chronology indicates God’s 
people will be enabled to finally con- 
form with the Divine Plan from which 
they have been displaced. 

Measuring from the year of the 
crucifixion (29 A.D.), 286.1 days x 
2400 (1880 years) gives us 1909 A.D. 
which was the beginning year of the 
Consummation of the Age. It is also 
significant that 99 x 19 Lunar (Met- 
onic) Cycles from 28 a.p., when our 
Lord began His ministry, also gives 
us the year 1909 A.D. and the com- 
mencement of the period during 
which, as the Good Shepherd, the 
Lord will bring that which was lost 
back into the fold again. Furthermore, 
the difference of one year between the 
Displacement Cycle of 1880 years and 





99 Metonic Cycles of 1881 years is here 
shown to define the one-year ministry 
of our Lord. 


Seven-Year Jewish War 


The seven-year Jewish War began 
in 66 A.D. and ended in 73 A.D. In the 
midst of this week of years (70 A.D.) 
the sacrifice and oblation ceased with 
the destruction of Jerusalem and one 
Cycle of Displacement (1880 years) 
later gives us the year 1950 A.D. which 
is also the center of a week of seven 
years of post-war reconstruction which 
began with 1946 and ends with 1953 
A.D. The latter date is also the end of 
a Displacement Cycle of 1880 years 
from the close of the seven-year Jewish 
War that ended in 73 A.D. and is the 
closing year of the Consummation of 
the Age. 

Will 1950 A.D. see the end of the 
sacrificial labors of Spirit-filled men 
and women who, as ambassadors of 
the King, have worked and suffered 
in His service? Will a disbelieving and 
skeptical world be compelled to recog- 
nize the truth that the witnesses have 
been proclaiming throughout the cen- 
turies as the result of events which will 
transpire in 1950 A.D.? The verdict of 
time will provide the answer. 


Week of Years 


The importance of the year 1910 
A.D. was established through the series 
of Metonic Cycles (100 x 19) that 
related it to 10 A.D. when Jesus, at the 
age of twelve, was before the Doctors 
in the Temple. Seven years later is 
1917 A.D., the year when General 
Allenby took Jerusalem from _ the 
Turks. In the midst of this week of 
years World War I began with the 
German invasion of Belgium. 

It is of interest to note that 1929 
A.D. bisects the time between 1917 
A.D. and 1941 A.D., the latter year 
being an outstanding Great Pyramid 
date. This year begins an important 
week of years, in the midst of which 
(1945 A.D.) World War II ended in 
the defeat of Germany and her allies. 
The defeat of Germany ended the 
military and political might of the 
Babylonian Succession of Empires and 
there now remains only the final 
judgment to be executed upon the 
economic and religious phases of the 
Babylonian system. 


Importance of 1917 A.D. 


Jesus Christ warned His disciples: 
“And Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
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of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Luke 21: 24.) 


This warning was fulfilled in 1917 
A.D. with the taking of Jerusalem from 
the Turks, setting the city free from 
Gentile domination. This historic lib- 
eration of the Holy City occurred just 
1335 lunar years after the beginning of 
the Hegira, or Mohammedan Era, 
which dates from 622 A.D., the year of 
Mohammed’s flight (see Study in Reve- 
lation,* page 87). The year 1917 A.D. 
was also 2520 years (Seven Times) after 
Nebuchadnezzar became the head of 
the Babylonian Empire. 

The Times of the Gentiles began to 
end that year, as Jesus had said, and 
the process was to involve a period of 
marked disintegration affecting the 
political, military, economic and reli- 
gious activities of men. The taking of 
Jerusalem by General Allenby and the 
close of World War I gave the signal 
which should have alerted all Christen- 
dom to the fact that the Times of the 
Gentiles were ending and that the 
Consummation of the Age was at hand. 


Seven Times 


Because of the importance of the 
chronological time measures which 
link together the period of the ancient 
Babylonian Empire with the harvest 
season at the end of the age, it is essen- 
tial to note a few of the important fac- 
tors involved. For instance, it was Neb- 
uchadnezzar who established the gold 
standard which became the foundation 
of the world-wide Babylonian econ- 
omy. Just as surely as the King of 
Babylon was in attendance at the birth 
of this system, so today we are to at- 
tend the funeral services of the same 
system. The time period between the 
birth and death of Babylon the Great 
is measured by the cycle of Seven 
Times, or 2520 years. 


The Gold Standard 


Nebuchadnezzar founded the Baby- 
lonian Empire which reached from the 
River Nile to beyond the Tigris. He de- 
feated Necho at Circessium and de- 
prived him of all his conquests. He cap- 
tured Jerusalem and later destroyed 
the city and burned the Temple. After 
that the King of Babylon lay siege to 
Tyre in 585 B.c. and for the next thir- 
teen years the city held out against the 
armies of Babylon. Finally, after thir- 
teen full years of resistance, Tyre fell 
in 571 B.c. The next year (570 B.c.) 
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the Babylonian military campaigns 
came to their end with the conquest of 
Egypt. After that Nebuchadnezzar 
turned his immediate attention to the 
work of administering the affairs of his 
greatly-enlarged domain. 

The first item on the agenda, fol- 
lowing the end of a period of successful 
military campaigning, was the need to 
establish a standard of monetary value 
in order to carry on trade and all other 
commercial activities throughout the 
length and breadth of his extensive 
empire. We have an account in Dan- 
iel’s third chapter of a great economic 
conference held in Babylon for this 
purpose. As pointed out in Study in 
Daniel, in chapter VII entitled ““The 
Column of Gold,” all who had any- 
thing to do with the general functions 
of government and the economic well- 
being of the Empire were requested to 
be present. 


Time of Conference 


The date of this conference is most 
important in the study of Biblical 
chronology. It has been a difficult date 
to place because few historians have 
given credence to the facts recorded in 
the Scriptures which highlight it, and 
also because they have failed to recog- 
nize that it was not until Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s military campaigns had ended, 
that it was possible to bring the repre- 
sentatives from all nations together in 
Babylon for such a purpose. However, 
in Yhe Oxford Chronological Tables of 
History, published in 1835 and syn- 
chronistically and ethnographically ar- 
ranged and compiled by the best au- 
thorities of the time, the date of this 
conference is given as 569 B.c. This 
date coincides perfectly with the de- 
duction that Nebuchadnezzar did not 
deem it propitious, nor was he in a 
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position while campaigning, to call 
such a gathering of nations to Babylon. 
It was not until after he had completed 
his military campaigns and consoli- 
dated his conquests that he undertook 
such a step. Nebuchadnezzar was re- 
siding in Babylon, the capital of his 
Empire by this time, so arrangements 
were made for this great economic 
conclave to take place there in the year 
569 B.c. 


Prince of This World 


In this connection it is important to 
give special attention to the prophetic 
significance of the destruction of Tyre. 
Preceding the establishment of gold as 
the only standard of wealth in the Bab- 
ylonian Empire, Nebuchadnezzar was 
confronted with the necessity to con- 
quer and destroy the great city of Tyre 
which was situated on the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea. It has already 
been pointed out that he did this after 
he had captured Jerusalem. The King 
of Babylon was well aware that unless 
this rival commercial city became sub- 
ject to him, his political and military 
conquests would avail little in giving 
him the commercial supremacy he also 
coveted. 

Because of Tyre’s splendid geo- 
graphical situation, with an excellent 
harbor, Babylon, an inland city, could 
not hope to compete with it. It carried 
on an extensive maritime trade and 
had become the mart of the nations. 
The ships of Tyre plied the shipping 
lanes which were formerly used by 
Solomon in the height of his prosperity. 
With the passing of Solomon’s king- 
dom, Tyre had become supreme. 

Ezekiel describes the wealth and 
beauty of Tyre in the 27th and 28th 
chapters of his book. The description 
of the worldly wisdom and power of 
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this great city is given in terms as 
though the Prince of this world were 
being addressed, for, after all, his com- 
mercial name is Mammon. The judg- 
ment visited upon Tyre is a prophetic 
forecast of the judgment that is to come 
upon the entire system of Mammon at 
the close of the present age. Referring 
to that judgment, Ezekiel states: 


“All the inhabitants of the isles shall be 
astonished at thee, and their kings shall be 
sore afraid, they shall be troubled in their 
countenance. The merchants among the 
people shall hiss at thee; thou shalt be a 
terror, and never shalt be any more.” 


(Ez. 27: 35-36.) 


John in Revelation speaks in similar 
terms of the overthrow of the present 
world economy: “And shall be found 
no more at all’? (Rev. 18: 21). 


Iwo Important Events 


Thus, two important events relating 
to the world economy are recorded as 
having taken place during the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar. The first event was 
the destruction of Tyre as a center of 
commerce in 571 B.c., which occupied 
thirteen years of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
time, and the second was the establish- 
ment of the gold standard in 569 B.c. 
when the image of gold was erected on 
the plain of Dura and Nebuchadnezzar 
demanded that it be accepted by all 
nations as the standard of wealth in all 
commercial transactions. 


1950-1952 


The chronological significance of all 
this is extremely important in its bear- 
ing upon the harvest time at the end 
of the age. Following the 2-year period 
from 1929 A.D. to 1931 A.D., with its 
corresponding 2-year period from 1948 
A.D. tO 1950 A.D., a second 2-year pe- 
riod from 1931 A.D. ended in 1933 A.D. 
with the closing of all the banks in the 
United States and the establishment of 
the New Deal program. One Metonic 
Cycle (19 years) later a corresponding 
2-year period is shown to extend from 
1950 A.D. to 1952 A.D. This final 2-year 
period is also defined by the Seven 
Times measure, or 2520 years, from the 
destruction of Tyre and the setting up 
of the gold standard by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, for 571 B.c.+-2520= 1950 A.D. and 
569 B.c.+2520= 1952 A.D. 


Major Signal 


Here we have significantly marked 
2-year periods of special meaning. 
Final judgment upon present world 


MAY 


I1Qg50 


economic activities is clearly shown as 
becoming intense in 1950 A.D. But in so 
great a crisis, the point of climax will 
undoubtedly cover a period of time. 
Therefore, as with the events follow- 
ing the Wall Street crash of 1929 
A.D., whose reverberations continued 
through to 1931 A.D., we may expect 
many months to be consumed in the 
completion of the overthrow of the 
Babylonian economy. It may well be 
that the crisis time will occupy two 
years and extend to 1952 A.D., the 
terminal of 2520 years from the setting 
up of the image of gold on the plain of 
Dura. As set forth in Study in Daniel: 


“The world economic slate will be 
wiped clean. Vested interests, banking 
institutions, insurance companies, annuity 
funds and all interest-bearing savings and 
hoarded wealth of every description will be 
swept away. Thus, the way will be pre- 
pared for the institution of the God-given 
Israel economy. This is the judgment 
passed upon Babylon the Great, and happy 
indeed is the man whose wealth has been 
invested in Kingdom securities.” (Study in 
Daniel, page 106.) 


A great field for further investiga- 
tion opens before us as we ponder the 
full meaning of these chronological 
factors. 


Number of Disintegration 


As pointed out in Documentary Stud- 
tes, Volume I, eleven is the number of 
disintegration: 


*“‘While ten is the number of perfection 
in the Divine order, eleven is an addition 
to it and signifies subversion. It is the 
number which marks disorder, disorganiza- 
tion, imperfection and disintegration.” 
(Page 126.) 


Three successive stages of eleven 
years each, beginning with 1917 a.p., 
have outstanding years at their ter- 
minals. The end of the first 11-year 
period gives us the year 1928 a.p., an 
important date in Great Pyramid 
chronology which defines the end of 
the Truce in Chaos: It is also the ter- 
mination of the Metonic Cycle repre- 
senting the 154th great fish, as pointed 
out in “The Fish on the Coals,” 
Destiny for January 1950. It was the 
abnormal gold movements of late 
spring and summer in 1928 a.p. that 
made the economic crisis of 1929 a.p. 
inevitable. The next eleven years 
closed with 1939 a.p. when World War 
II began. The third 11-year period 
ends in 1950 a.p. and furnishes another 
indication that the year 1950 will see 


most interesting developments before 
it ends. Those who are wise will do 
well to be prepared for any eventuality. 


After Two Years 


Let us take careful note here of the 
importance of the 2-year interval from 
1948 to 1950 as defined by the two 
chronological time periods of 19 and 
21 years measured from 1929 A.D. We 
have already referred to the early 
counterpart of this period during the 
time of the seven-year Jewish War 
when the Romans left Jerusalem un- 
disturbed for two years prior to the 
burning of the Temple in 70 A.D. 


Heavenly Light 


In 31 A.D. Saul, or as he is better 
known today, Paul had letters from the 
High Priest at Jerusalem authorizing 
him to bring back bound men and 
women who professed to be followers 
of Jesus Christ. Paul was on the way to 
Damascus to carry out this mission 
when suddenly a bright light from 
heaven shined all around him: 

‘And he fell to the earth, and heard a 
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who 
art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks.” (Acts 9: 
4-5-) 

Paul was directed to Damascus 
where the Lord had instructed Ananias 
to go to him and restore his sight (he 
had been blind for three days as a re- 
sult of his experience). Ananias did as 
he was told, for God said of Paul: 


‘*He is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel: For I will shew 
him how great things he must suffer for my 
name’s sake.” (Acts g: 15-16.) 


Sign in Heaven 


A great light from heaven, revealing 
the presence of the Lord, brought 
about the conversion of Paul, who be- 
came the outstanding apostle to take 
the Gospel to Israel scattered abroad, 
even going to the Isles of the Sea in 
the course of his missionary journeys 
in the West. He also gave us the valu- 
able epistles that bear his name in the 
New Testament. Was the sudden ap- 
pearance of the shining light from 
heaven that brought about Paul’s con- 
version in 31 A.D. an earnest of the 
brightness of the light that will yet 
shine forth in the day that the Sign of 
the Son of man appears in heaven? At 
that time many who now are in oppo- 
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sition to Jesus Christ and His Gospel 
will be compelled to believe as Paul 
was compelled to believe when he met 
the Lord on the Road to Damascus. * 
Will those, however, who are converted 
in this manner be compelled to go 
through the night of darkness when no 
man can work? (See ““The Night Com- 
eth,” Destiny for March 1949.) 


31 A.D. to 1931 A.D. 


The chronology connecting this 
event with the years of our generation 
is important. The year 31 A.D. defines 
the end of a 2-year period from the 
date of the crucifixion in 29 A.D. Nine- 
teen hundred years later (100 Metonic 
Cycles) is 1931 A.D., which was two 
years after the Wall Street crash of 
1929 A.D., the year when a further eco- 
nomic slump brought financial disaster 
to many who escaped the full effects 
of the 1929 A.D. drop in the market. 
One Metonic Cycle later gives us the 
year 1950 A.D. 


31 A.D. to 50 A.D. 


Nineteen years (one Metonic Cycle) 
after 31 A.D. was the year 50 A.D., when 
Paul attended an important Church 
Council in Jerusalem. This Council 
was held 21 years after the crucifixion 
and was the first and only council the 
Scriptures record as being held by the 
Apostolic Church. 


Dissension at Antioch 


Dissension had been sown among the 
Christians at Antioch by certain men 
from Judea who insisted upon the cir- 
cumcision of the Gentiles as essential 
to salvation. This controversy became 
so heated by the Spring of 50 A.D. that, 
according to the account: 


“When therefore Paul and Barnabas 
had no small dissension and disputation 
with them [the men of Judea], they de- 
termined that Paul and Barnabas, and 
certain others of them, should go up to 
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders 
about this question.” (Acts 15: 2.) 


Apostolic Church Council 


This deputation left for Jerusalem to 
attend the Church Council which had 
been called to discuss the controversy, 
the right solution of which was essential 
to the future work of the Church among 
the Gentiles. A record of the delibera- 
tions of this Council is given in the 
15th chapter of Acts. The Council 


*See “The Sign of the Son of Man,” 
Destiny for February 1949; also Documentary 
Studies, Vol. II, page 617. 
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closed with the establishment of a lib- 
eral ruling by repudiating circum- 
cision of the flesh as not being essential 
to salvation. 


50 A.D. to 1950 A.D. 


From the date of this Apostolic 
Church Council held in Jerusalem in 
50 A.D., 100 times the Metonic Cycle 
(1900 years) gives us the year 1950 
A.D. which adds further emphasis to 
the importance of this particular year 
in the march of time as prophecy be- 
comes history. If, as pointed out in 
“The Night Cometh,” Destiny for 
March 1949, the year 1950 is to wit- 
ness the beginning of the period when 
no man can work, it lends further em- 
phasis to the significance of the chrono- 
logical period that spans the years 
from the first Council that gave im- 


petus to the early missionary efforts 
of the Apostolic Church to the year 
that will bring an end to the mission- 
ary work of the Christian Church. 

The tabulation of the chronological 
time periods of the harvest time, high- 
lighting the events at their terminals, 
provides essential waymarks for those 
who are standing watch in compliance 
with our Lord’s command. Let us 
carefully take note of their meaning so 
that we may fully comprehend the 
spiritual requirements essential for 
each one of us in order that we may 
be numbered among those of whom the 
Angel was speaking when he said to 
John (Rev. 19: 9): ““Write, Blessed are 
they which are called unto the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb. And he 
saith unto me, These are the true say- 
ings of God.” 





(Continued from page 167) 


on earth and the records of it which have 
reached us is much smaller than he has 
supposed. This can be claimed to be estab- 
lished now by objective evidence. It is 
time to brush away finally the cobwebs 
spun so thickly by Baur and his followers; 
to profit from the exhaustive testing of the 
foundations of the Christian tradition 
which the challenge of that school brought 
forth, and from the new discoveries of the 
present century; and to consider how the 
Bible stands now, in the light of the latest 
additions to our knowledge and the inter- 
pretation of them in accordance with such 
critical examination as would be applied 
to other records of the past.” 


Thus do we see how presumptuous 
sins lead men into foolishness. We are 
indebted to Sir Frederic Kenyon for 
exposing the vacuousness of much that 
vaunts itself as the ultimate in scholar- 
ship. He lets us see the shifting sand 
upon which it rests, and then builds 
for us a sure foundation for our faith 
in the Bible and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Prophet Daniel, in his fourth 
chapter, tells about a certain king in 
Babylon who sinned presumptuously. 
Strutting in all the pomp and pride of 
his self-glory, the king said: 
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“Honour the Lord with thy sub- 
stance, and with the firstfruits 
of all thine increase: So shall 
thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out 
with new wine.” Proverbs 3: 9-10 


“Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built . . . by the might of my power, and 
for the honour of my majesty? While the 
word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a 
voice from heaven, saying, 

“QO king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is 
spoken; The kingdom is departed from 
thee. And they shall drive thee from men, 
and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of 
the field: they shall make thee to eat grass 
as oxen, and seven times shall pass over 
thee, until thou know that the most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will.” (Dan. 4: 30-32.) 


Great indeed was the fall! Driven 
from men, the poor demented king 
wandered about and lived as an ani- 
mal in the fields. Then one day, in 
God’s own time, the once proud king 
came to himself. As reason returned, 
he gave utterance to an exalted testi- 
mony that is touching in its beauty 
and humility: 


**At the end of the days I Nebuchadnez- 
zar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
mine understanding returned unto me, and 
I blessed the most High, and I praised and 
honoured him that liveth for ever, whose 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and 
his kingdom is from generation to genera- 
tion: and all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou? ...Now I 
Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and 
honour the King of heaven, all whose works 
are truth, and his ways judgment: and 
those that walk in pride he is able to 
abase.” (Dan. 4: 34-37.) 


Nebuchadnezzar had learned his 
lesson the hard way. 
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THE BOOK OF THE KINGDOM 


CHAPTER XIV 
(Continued) 


and David went out to fight against the enemies of 

Israel and won a great victory. Saul’s jealousy was 
once more aroused against David because of this victory. 
Later, when David was playing his harp before Saul, the 
King tried to pin David to the wall with a spear, but 
David rushed from his presence, leaving the spear stuck 
in the wall. 


W:= AROSE AGAIN between Israel and the Philistines 


David Escapes 


Saul then ordered troops sent to David’s house to watch 
for him and kill him when he came out in the morning. 
Michal, David’s wife, went to him and told him that if he 
did not escape that night, he would surely be killed in the 
morning. Convinced of his danger, he knew he must flee, 
so Michal let David down out of a window and he was able 
to escape and hide from Saul. Then Michal put an image 
in his bed with a goat’s beard upon it and covered it with a 
cloth. The next morning the guards came for David but 
Michal said he was sick. The guards reported what she 
told them to the King and they were ordered by Saul to 
go get David and bring him on his bed so that Saul might 
kill him. But when the guards returned to the house they 
found the image in bed instead of David. Saul immedi- 
ately demanded of his daughter Michal why she had al- 
lowed his enemy to escape. Michal lied, saying that David 
would have killed her if she had not let him go. Meantime, 
David fled to Samuel, telling him all that Saul had done. 


David Pleads With Jonathan 


Saul was informed that David was with Samuel and he 
sent messengers to arrest him. Samuel was conducting a 
religious service when the messengers arrived and the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon the men, inspiring them to 
join the prophets and prophesy with them. When this was 
reported to Saul, he sent a second contingent with orders 
to arrest David but the same thing happened to them. A 
third was sent and when they also joined with the prophets 
Saul himself went to Ramah. The Spirit of the Lord came 
upon Saul and he prophesied before Samuel all that day, 
but by his conduct he manifested evidence of insanity. The 
account states: 


“He stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before Sam- 
uel in like manner, and lay down naked all that day and all that 
night.” (I Sam. 19: 24.) 

Saul’s mission was an evil one and the effect of the pres- 
ence of the Spirit of the Lord was to temporarily turn him 
into a mad man. Why Saul should have reasoned that, 
when the messengers were unable to resist the power of the 
Spirit, he would be able to do so is difficult to understand. 
Evidently in his anger and jealousy he was bereft of 
judgment. The exhibition he made of himself confirms the 
deduction that his passion took precedence over all reason 
as he sought David’s life. As a result of Saul’s conduct, the 
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old proverb was revived, “‘Is Saul also among the proph- 
ets?” 

While Saul and his messengers were detained in Ramah, 
David fled from the place and went to Jonathan, asking 
him what he had done that he had so offended Jonathan’s 
father he was determined to take his life. Jonathan replied 
that David was not to fear; his father would keep nothing 
from him, so he would find out what the trouble was and 
pass the information on to David. But David countered, 
saying that Saul knew he and Jonathan were close friends 
and would not tell Jonathan everything lest he grieve over 
what Saul intended to do. David said he knew there was 
only a step between him and death, for Saul was certainly 
seeking to kill him. 

Jonathan asked David what he thought should be done 
and David reminded him that the next day was the new 
moon and he would be expected to sit with the King at the 
feast on that day. Instead of doing this, David wanted to 
hide in the field for the three days of the feast. When Saul 
inquired for him Jonathan was to say David requested per- 
mission of him to go to his home, for his family were to 
have a reunion. Jonathan was to say David’s request to be 
absent was granted. If the King replied, “It is well,” then 
Jonathan would know David was safe, but if the King was 
angry, he would know Saul was determined to kill him. 
David reminded Jonathan of their covenant together and 
said that, if it developed that he was at fault, he wanted 
Jonathan to slay him, for he did not want to be brought to 
Saul. Jonathan replied that he would certainly tell David 
if evil was determined against him. 


David and Jonathan Renew Covenant 


David asked how Jonathan would let him know since he 
would be hiding in the field. Together they went into the 
field and there Jonathan swore that he would surely warn 
David as to his father’s attitude. Jonathan also took an oath 
of David that he would always show kindness to him and 
his family. The basis of the oath was their friendship, for 
Jonathan and David cared greatly for each other. 

Plans were made so that Jonathan could warn David 
without anyone suspecting that he was doing so. The next 
day being the Feast of the new moon, Saul would surely 
miss David because the seat he was accustomed to take 
would be empty. On the third day David was to cautiously 
station himself by the rock of Ezel and while he hid there 
Jonathan would go out into the field with a lad and shoot 
arrows. If he told the boy who would be hunting for his 
arrows that they were on one side of him, David would 
know that he had a message of peace. If, however, he told 
the boy that the arrows were beyond him, David would 
know he must flee. Jonathan then said: 


*‘As touching the matter which thou and I have spoken of, 
behold, the Lord be between thee and me for ever.” (I Sam. 20: 


23.) 
Saul Furious at Jonathan 


Jonathan went to the feast the next morning and David’s 
seat was vacant, but Saul thought that David’s absence on 
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this first day was probably due to the fact that he was not 
prepared to be present. Under the law of ordinances no one 
could attend the feast if he was disqualified through certain 
acts as specified by law which constituted the person’s un- 
cleanness. The second day Saul asked Jonathan the reason 
for David’s continued absence, for usually the period of 
uncleanness lasted until sundown, so the next day David 
should have been in his place. 

In reply to Saul’s question Jonathan informed him 
David had requested a leave of absence so that he might 
go to Bethlehem to be with his family who were having a 
reunion and sacrifice at that time. When Saul heard that 
he was furious with Jonathan and told him he was a son of 
rebellion, declaring he had chosen the son of Jesse to his 
own dishonor. The King declared that as long as David 
was above ground, Jonathan’s right to the kingship would 
not be secure, but he accused Jonathan of sending David 
away so that the King could not kill him. In reply Jona- 
than asked his father: 


“‘Wherefore shall he be slain? What hath he done?” (I Sam. 
20: 32.) 


Jonathan Warns David 


In his anger Saul cast a spear at Jonathan and by that 
action Jonathan knew his father was indeed resolved to 
slay David. Jonathan left the table in anger and ate no 
meat on the second day of the feast, for he was in great 
sorrow on David’s account. 

The morning following the day Jonathan tried to defend 
David before his father he went out into the field, taking a 
lad with him, and began to shoot arrows, sending the lad 
after them. As the boy ran to pick up the arrows, he called 
out to him, “Is not the arrow beyond thee?” Jonathan had 
purposely shot an arrow beyond the lad as he ran to pick 
them up. When the boy returned to him after Jonathan had 
urged him to hasten, he gave the boy his weapons and sent 
him back to town. The boy knew nothing about David 
who was hiding by the rock. 

Evidently Jonathan’s purpose in pretending to practice 
archery was to foil any of the King’s men who might be 
spying on him. After the boy’s departure he apparently 
found it was safe to do so and he went to meet David who 
came out of his hiding place. It was a sorrowful parting, 
for they were very close friends. Finally Jonathan bid 
David farewell: 


“Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the 
name of the Lord, saying, The Lord be between me and thee, and 
between my seed and thy seed for ever.” (I Sam. 20: 42.) 


The Flight From Saul 


David set out on his flight from Saul and Jonathan re- 
turned to the city. David went first to Nob to Ahimelech, 
the priest there, but Ahimelech hesitated to receive David, 
wanting to know why he journeyed alone. It was customary 
for one in David’s position to travel with an armed force, 
so Ahimelech was suspicious because he was unescorted by 
his usual company. But David replied that he had been 
sent on secret business for the King; therefore, he was 
alone for no one was to know his mission. 

David asked Ahimelech for some bread, but the priest 
informed him he had no common bread, only the shew- 
bread which was hallowed. David assured the priest of his 
right to eat the holy bread in answer to a question as to his 
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cleanness under the law. The priest then gave David the 
holy bread to eat. 

When the Pharisees were finding fault with the disciples 
of Jesus because they plucked corn on the Sabbath Day 
and began to eat it because they were hungry, Jesus re- 
minded them: 


“Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, 
and they that were with him; How he entered into the house of 
God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to 
eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the 
priests?” (Matt. 12: 3-4.) 

While David was unaccompanied by any of Saul’s men, 
evidently he did have a few faithful servants with him, 
men whom he could trust. David inquired if Ahimelech 
had a sword and was informed that there is no sword 
there except that of Goliath whom David had slain. David 
replied that there was no sword like that one. He asked for 
it and the priest gave it to him. 

One of Saul’s servants was there at the time, called Doeg, 
who was an Edomite. He had stopped in Nob to rest while 
on a journey. His presence bode ill for the priest who was 
helping David as later developments will clearly show. 
Leaving that place, David fled to Gath to join the Philis- 
tine King’s army, but while there he heard servants of the 
King of Gath asking: 

“Is not this David the king of the land? Did they not sing one 
to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands?” (I Sam. 21: 11.) 

This is the second time that this song, which had been 
sung by the women of Israel, caused trouble for David. It 
was the cause of the jealousy first aroused in Saul and now 
David was afraid when he heard it because he was in the 
country of the enemies of Israel. David decided to disguise 
himself by changing his manner of speech, conducting 
himself as if he were a fool. He scribbled on the panels of 
the door and acted like an insane man. Because of this 
Achish, King of Gath, declared that the man was mad and 
demanded to know why his officers had brought a mad 
man to him. He ordered him to be sent out of his house. 


David Flees Into the Wilderness 


After escaping from Gath David went to the cave of 
Adullam and when his relatives and father’s house were 
told of it they went down to him there. David was now a 
fugitive from the King and it was no longer safe for his 
relatives to live in Israel since Saul, unable to slay David, 
might wreak his vengeance upon his family. 

Everyone who was in distress in Israel, particularly in 
economic difficulties, every man in debt, and all those who 
were discontented with their lot gathered around David, 
who became a captain over all who sought in this way to 
escape the conditions under which they lived. They 
numbered about four hundred men at first and their num- 
bers later increased to six hundred. They dwelt in the cave 
of Adullam and among the rocks in the wilderness. The 
reference here to a wilderness signifies merely uncultivated 
land. 

The safety of David’s father and mother caused him so 
much concern that he went to the king of Moab and asked 
him to allow his father and mother to dwell in the land of 
Moab. The king consented to do this for David’s sake and 
his parents stayed with the king of Moab all the time that 
David dwelt in the stronghold. 
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